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Barclay  Hospital  Supplies 
are  expanding  their 
network  to  offer  a 
complete  distribution 
service  for  pharmaceutical, 
surgical,  medical,  and 
rehabilitation  products. 
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Barclay  Hospital  Supplies  Ltd,  Refuge  House,  Watergate  Street,  Chester. 
Tel  No:  Chester  (0244)  311256 
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PHILIPS  REPORT 


PHILIPS 


Ourgo-any  where  shaver 
is  really  going  places  in  the 

National  Press. 


From  Mid-May  right 
through  to  August  we're 
mounting  a  massive 
campaign  for  our  go- 
anywhere  Battery 
Phulishave  j 
in  the  National  | 
Press. 

The  Daily 
Mirror,  Sunday 
Mirror,  Sunday 
People,  Daily  I 
Record,  Daily 
Mail,  Daily  Express, 
Belfast  Telegraph  are  just 
some  of  the  papers  running 
our  eyecatching  ads. 

Over  80%  of  our  target 
audience  will  see  the  ads 
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an  average  of  nine  times! 

So  don't  be  caught  short. 
Check  and  see  that  you  have 
plenty  of  Battery  Philishave 
in  stock  before  the 
campaign  breaks. 

Simply  years  ahead. 


Supplement  to  Chemist  &  Druggist,  21  May  1977 

The  new  fortnightly  from  Tolley: 


Company  Secretary's  Review 


A  TOLLEY  PUBLICATION 


6  APRIL  1977 


Maternity  payments 


1  As  from  6  April  1977,  an  employee  who  ii  absent  from 
work  as  a  remit  of  her  pregnancy  or  confinement  is  entitled 
to  receive  maternity  pay  provided  she  satisfies  the  following 
statutory  requirement!. 

2  The  requirements  are 

1 1  j    She  mutt  be  employed  by  her  employer  up  to  it 
least  the  beginning  of  the  eleventh  week  before  the 
expected  week  of  confinement  or  if  she  has  been  dis- 
missed by  that  date,  such  dismissal  must  have  been 
because,  be  reason  of  her  pregnancy,  the  employer  was 
legally  obliged  to  dismiss  her  or  she  had  become 
inc  apable  of  doing  that  work. 

|2|    fly  the  beginning  of  that  eleventh  week.,  she  must 
have  been  continuously  employed  by  thai  employer 
for  it  least  two  yean. 

f3|    She  must  inform  her  employer  (in  writing  If 
requested)  81  least  three  weeks  before  her  absence 
begins,  or  if  that  is  not  practical  as  soon  as  reasonably 
practical,  that  she  will  be  [or  is]  absent  from  work, 
wholly  or  partly  because  of  her  pregnancy  or 
confinement. 

(4)  She  must  produce,  if  requested  to  do  so  by  her 
employer,  a  medical  certificate  stating  the  expected 
week  of  confinement. 

3  Maternity  pay  is  payable  in  respect  of  a  total  period  of 
six  weeks  during  which  the  employee  is  off  work  because  of 
her  pregnancy  or  confinement.  The  earbest  date  that  the 
employee  can  start  receiving  maternity  pay  ts  the  eleventh 
week  before  the  expected  week  of  confinement.  The  payment 
periods  are  the  first  six  weeks  of  absence  after  that  date. 

4  An  employee  will  not  be  entitled  to  maternity  pay  if 
she  fails  to  produce  the  information  referred  to  in  |3)  and 
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[4]  above.  However,  once  she  has  produced  that  information 
[even  if  It  is  after  her  absence  has  begun]  she  will  be  entitled 
to  receive  matemiiy  pay  backdated  to  the  first  day  of  her 
absence  falling  after  the  eleventh  week  before  the  confine- 
ment week, 

5  The  amount  of  maternity  pay  is  9/IOths  of  the 
employee's  weekly  pay.  This  is  reduced  by  the  amount  of 
maternity  allowance  payable  for  that  week  whether  ot  not 
that  particular  employee  is  entitled  to  receive  that  allowance. 
If  the  employer  is  already  paying  the  employee  in  respect  of 
that  week,  the  amount  of  such  payment  shall  go  towards  the 
maternity  payment  that  rs  payable  In  respect  of  that  week. 

6  The  employer  is  entitled  to  a  rebate  of  the  full 
maternity  payment  that  he  has  made  provided  that  the 
employee  was  entitled  to  such  payment.  A  claim  for  a  rebate 
can  be  made  at  any  office  of  the  Department  of  Employment 
that  has  been  designated  a  Redundancy  Payments  Office,  It 
must  be  made  in  writing  within  the  period  of  six  months 
beginning  with  the  day  on  which  the  final  payment  has  been 
made.  The  period  may  be  extended  if  the  Secretary  of  State 
sees  fit  to  do  so. 

7  The  claim  must  contain  the  following  particulars.  If  the 
information  is  not  known  by  the  employer,  that  fact  must  be 
slated  in  the  claim.  The  particulars  are: 

[I]    The  employee's  name  and  address. 
[2]    The  employee  1  National  Insurance  number. 
[3]    The  employee's  income  tax  reference  number. 
[4]    The  date  on  which  the  employee  began  her 
current  period  of  continuous  employment  and  the 
place  of  her  employment. 

[5]  The  employee's  expected  date  of  confinement  as 
notified  to  the  employer 

(6j    The  date  on  which  the  maternity  pay  period 
began  or  where  there  is  more  than  one  such  period,  the 
date  on  which  each  period  began. 
[7]    If  the  employee's  employment  ceased  before  the 
matemiiy  pjy  period  began,  the  reason  for  and  the 
date  of  cessation. 
'  [8]    The  amount  of  that  employee's  week's  pay. 
[9)    The  gross  amount  of  maternity  pay  10  which  the 
employee  is  entitled. 

Continued  on  page  IS 


A  time  and  trouble  saver  for 
the  busy  professional  — 
company  secretary,  accountant  or  lawyer. 


'Company  Secretary's  Review'  is 
designed  to  bring  you,  regularly  and  in 
concise  form,  the  vital  information  that 
the  busy  professional  rarely  has  time  to 
pinpoint  and  read  in  depth. 

This  valuable  new  fortnightly 
gleans  the  facts  for  you,  keeping  you  up  to 
date  on  all  legislation,  regulations,  press 
releases  and  similar  announcements 
issued  from  the  government,  the  EEC, 
professional  bodies  and  other 
organisations. 

An  editorial  research  team,  backed 
by  expert  advisers  who  review  the 
cor  tents  and  also  contribute  articles,  is  at 
your  service  through  the  pages  of 
'Company  Secretary's  Review.' 


Assess  for  yourself  how  this  new 
journal  can  help  you.  Ask  for  a  free  copy, 
without  obligation,  by  sending  the  coupon 
today. 


! 


To:  Tolley  Publishing  Co.  Ltd, 
44a  High  Street,  Croydon,  Surrey  CR9  1UU. 

Please  send  me  a  free  issue  of 
'Company  Secretary's  Review'. 

Name   


Company 
Address  _ 


L. 


Tolley 


Show  this  to  your  Company  Secretary. 
It  could  save  him  a  lot  of  trouble. 
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Comment 


A  bombshell 


Chemist  contractors  will  receive  with  incredulity  this 
week's  news  that,  far  from  an  improvement  in  their 
financial  position,  they  are  to  be  subjected  to  a  "claw 
back"  of  £11m  by  the  Department  of  Health  in  respect 
of  NHS  prescriptions  dispensed  since  1975  (p712). 

For  some  time  now,  statisticians  working  for  the 
Pharmaceutical  Services  Negotiating  Committee  have 
been  calculating  how  much  more  money  was  due  to 
contractors,  both  from  inflationary  cost  increases  and 
the  various  "more  appropriate"  methods  of  deriving 
figures  for  items  such  as  premises  costs.  Decisions  have 
been  taken  on  moving  towards  a  new  contract  in  which 
the  prime  consideration  is  preservation  of  an  adequate 
pharmaceutical  service  to  the  public,  and  as  a  start  the 
essential  small  pharmacies  scheme  has  taken  money 
from  some  pharmacies  to  ensure  the  survival  of  others. 
And  always  at  the  back  of  contractors'  minds  in  agreeing 
to  the  changes  has  been  a  prospect  of  reimbursement 
of  costs  catching  up  with  inflation — and  a  hope  of  "new 
money"  to  recognise  the  extent  of  the  existing  service 
and  to  improve  it.  The  Department's  reaction  to  the 
latest  PSNC  claim  will  dash  those  hopes. 

The  letter  the  PSNC  received  from  Sir  Patrick  Nairne, 
Permanent  Secretary  to  the  Department,  is  full  of  sweet 
words.  The  advantages  the  NHS  derives  from  the  wide 
network  of  dispensing  outlets  provided  by  contractors  is 
recognised;  the  conscientious  professional  approach 
pharmacists  bring  to  their  work  is  valued;  the  Depart- 
ment is  anxious  to  sustain  the  service  "as  well  as  it  can" 
— and  it  is  "naturally  concerned  about  the  risk  of  further 
pharmacy  closures". 

The  PSNC's  reaction  to  the  latter  point  was:  "Any 
comment  would  be  superfluous."  True,  but  since  the 
Department  has  apparently  noticed  (!)  the  decline  in 
the  number  of  pharmacies,  it  might  also  have  been 
expected  to  accept  the  obvious  that  there  has  been 
insufficient  profit  in  retail  pharmacy  for  a  long  time. 
Closures  are  indeed  the  proof  of  the  profit  pudding. 

Sir  Patrick's  letter  refers  to  "insulation"  of  contractors 
from  the  effects  of  general  taxation — he  might  have 
added  "or  from  the  arbitrary  cut-backs  in  Government 
expenditure"  which  one  suspects  must  be  weighing 
heavily  in  the  decision.  But  that  is  not  the  point.  The 
question  is  rather  whether  the  pharmaceutical  needs  of 
the  public  are  being  met  and  are  likely  to  be  met  if 
closures  continue.  If  not,  then  it  is  ridiculous  to  force 
more  closures  instead  of  anticipating  a  political  decision 
to  save  the  service. 

It  is,  unfortunately,  a  political  decision,  and  politicians 
are  inclined  to  listen  to  numbers  (votes)  rather  than 
principles.  Pharmacy  closures  only  become  a  public 
issue  after  they  have  happened — as  is  shown  by  the 
media's  lukewarm  response  this  week  to  a  full-scale 
PSNC  Press  conference  to  warn  of  the  likely  effect  of 
the  Department's  attitude. 

Pharmacy  must  present  its  case  to  those  with  more 
influence,  such  as  consumer  representatives  (as  is 
being  done).  But  grass  roots  effort  is  also  required,  and 
the  first  step  must  be  for  all  contractors  to  make  an 
approach  to  their  own  MPs,  as  suggested  by  PSNC. 
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Department  to  recover 
£11m  from  contractors 


Remuneration  for  chemist  contractors  is 
to  be  reduced  retrospectively  from  1975. 
A  total  of  £llm  is  to  be  "clawed  back" 
under  the  balance  sheet  system  because 
pharmacists  have  reduced  their  average 
stockholding  from  11  to  seven  weeks,  and 
in  consequence  have  released  capital,  ac- 
cording to  the  Department  of  Health. 

Announcing  the  Department's  decision 
at  a  Press  conference  this  week,  the  chair- 
man of  the  Pharmaceutical  Services  Nego- 
tiating Committee,  Mr  G.  T.  M.  David, 
asked  for  co-operation  from  the  media  to 
alert  the  public  and  Members  of  Parliament 
that  a  reduction  in  remuneration  would 
mean  even  more  pharmacy  closures.  Mr 
A.  J.  Smith,  chief  executive  PSNC,  said 
the  Department  admitted  the  contractor's 
negative  cash  flow — requiring  extra  cash 
to  replace  stock  that  has  increased  in 
price.  In  1974  profit  per  prescription  was 
4p  (3-9  per  cent)  and  in  1977,  4  8p  (2  8 
per  cent)  which  in  1974  terms  equalled 
2-8p.  Together  with  inflation,  restricted 
loans  and  high  interest  rates,  that  meant 
drawing  on  savings  to  replace  stock  and 
reducing  stockholding.  If  payments  were 
reduced  retrospectively  from  1975 — the 
year  of  the  cost  inquiry — it  would  result 
in  a  downward  spiral  with  inconvenience 
to  the  public.  More  closures  would  result. 

Net  profit  'down  23  per  cent' 

In  effect,  the  decision  meant  a  reduction 
of  23  per  cent  in  net  profit,  about  l-5p 
per  prescription.  Contractors  would  be 
particularly  grieved,  Mr  Smith  said,  be- 
cause they  had  provided  £|m  of  their 
own  money  in  subsidising  the  essential 
small  pharmacies  scheme.  Their  reward 
was  not  more  money  to  complement  it, 
but  a  reduction  of  £llm. 

Mr  Smith  explained  that  a  particular 
problem  of  the  pharmacist  was  that  he 
could  not  control  his  own  stock  because 
demand  depended  on  the  illness  in  fashion. 
"He  cannot  have  a  clearance  sale  if  he 
becomes  overstocked".  A  situation  could 
be  reached  where  the  pharmacist  would 
order  stock  after  the  prescription  was  pre- 
sented and  the  patient  would  need  to 
return  to  collect  it. 

Mr  M.  Brining,  PSNC,  financial  execu- 
tive, said  the  film  would  be  recovered 
as  £6m  for  1975-76,  £5m  for  1977,  and 
continued  into  1978  and  thereafter.  The 
money  would  not  actually  be  withdrawn, 
but  would  result  in  reduced  profits  per 
prescription. 

According  to  accountants  consulted  by 
PSNC  the  minimum  increase  in  prescrip- 
tion profits  should  be  26  per  cent  which 
would  give  a  profit  of  6  78p  per  prescrip- 
tion in  1975  and  7p  in  1976.  Instead  the 
Department's  decision  would  result  in 
4-17p  for  1975  and  4-31p  for  1976. 

The  Department  says  it  will  not  agree 
to  an  increase  in  return  on  capital  em- 


ployed and  moreover  it  intends  to  reduce 
the  figure  for  capital  employed  on  which 
the  return  is  calculated.  The  Department 
claims  that  contractors  are  reimbursed 
fully  for  their  costs. 

Rejecting  the  PSNC  claim  for  a  remun- 
eration increase  in  1976,  Sir  Patrick 
Nairne,  permanent  secretary  to  the  De- 
partment wrote :  "It  has  never  been  part  of 
our  agreement  that  the  return  on  capital 
should  be  sufficient  to  provide,  year  in 
year  out,  the  additional  working  capital 
required  to  sustain  the  volume  of  busin- 
ness,  let  alone  finance  expansion.  It  would 
not  be  right  for  the  Government  in  its 
dealing  with  its  contractors  to  seek  to 
insulate  them  from  the  effects  of  general 
taxation". 

The  Committee's  answer  is  that  it  has 
not  sought  to  insulate  contractors  from 
the  effects  of  taxation  in  any  attempt  to 
indicate  the  seriousness  of  the  cash  flow 
position  in  which  many  contractors  have 
found  themselves  since  1975.  In  order  to 
remain  viable  a  company  must  earn  suffi- 
cient profits  to  allow  for:  Interest  charges 
on  borrowings;  taxation  on  profits;  main- 
tenance of  capital  in  real  terms ;  provision 
of  a  return  to  its  shareholders  comparable 
to  that  obtained  elsewhere. 

Contractors  are  to  be  sent  a  letter  ex- 
plaining the  decision  and  are  urged  to  write 
to  their  MPs.  Armed  with  sufficient  public 
opinion  the  PSNC  expects  to  meet  the 
Secretary  of  State,  Mr  David  Ermals, 
to  ask  for  a  change  in  the  decision.  Sanc- 
tions may  be  considered  if  there  is  no 
Government  response. 


All 
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III* 


Mr  John  Seath  (right),  managing  director 
of  Hampden  Park  Pharmacy,  Eastbourne, 
being  presented  with  first  prize  (£250- 
worth  of  travel  anywhere  in  the  world) 
in  a  competition  to  calculate  the  amount 
of  shampoo  in  a  huge  display  of 
products.  The  competition  was  organised 
by  Johnson  &  Johnson  Ltd  and  the 
presentation  was  by  Mr  Chris  Kitching, 
product  manager.  Also  pictured  are  Mr 
Ken  Watts,  local  representative,  and 
Mr  Chris  Bryan,  sales  trainer. 


The  Pharmaceutical   Society's  reactionl 
was  one  of  wholehearted  support  to  thel 
PSNC  in  its  anxiety  that  present  Govern-I 
ment  policy  would  lead  to  a  breakdown! 
of  the  pharmaceutical  service.  The  service! 
was  vital  in  relieving  the  burden  on  doc-l 
tors  and  provided  enormous  savings  in  thel 
NHS  budget,  the  spokesman  said.  A  wagesl 
restraint  policy  that  led  to  a  cut  in  incomel 
in  the  present  inflationary  situation  was 
totally  unacceptable  to  any  section  of  the 
community.  No  other  profession  or  group 
would  be  prepared  to  accept  that  not  only 
would  there  be  no  increase  but  an  actual 
reduction    in    the   net    profit    from  the 
Government.  Therefore,  a  major  campaign 
will  be  launched  on  the  public,  the  media 
and  consumer  organisations  to  persuade 
the  Government  to  change  its  mind  be- 
cause if  it  did  not  the  public  would  suffer 
major  inconvenience.  "The  profession  is 
united  against  this." 

In  a  speech  to  be  given  at  the  Society's 
annual  meeting  on  Wednesday  after  C&D 
went  to  press,  Mr  J.  Bannerman,  the  pre- 
sident, summed  up  the  situation  "We  hear 
a  lot  about  special  cases  .  .  .  pharmacy 
looks  as  if  it  is  to  be  a  special  case  in 
reverse — we  are  to  get  less." 

Warning  shotgun  blast  at 
sub-post  office  pharmacy 

A  "warning"  blast  from  a  shotgun  was 
fired  towards  Mr  L.  W.  Swift,  MPS,  out- 
side his  pharmacy  and  sub-post  office  in 
Kempe  Road,  Enfield,  last  week. 

Masked  raiders  struck  when  Post  Office 
drivers  arrived  to  deliver  a  box  containing 
more  than  £1,000  in  cash,  postal  orders, 
etc — but  they  escaped  with  only  £100  in 
cash  and  non-negotiable  bonds  worth 
£3,900.  The  drivers  managed  to  set  off  their 
alarm  and  triggered  an  anti-theft  device 
on  the  box. 

Mr  Swift  told  C&D  that  on  hearing  the 
alarm  he  rushed  from  the  shop  and  saw 
the  postman  struggling  with  the  raiders. 
"Then  another  man  came  round  the  cor- 
ner with  a  shotgun — and  that  stopped  me 
in  my  tracks."  The  man  fired  and  the  shot 
blew  a  hole  in  the  window  of  the  shop 
next  door,  but  Mr  Swift  feels  sure  that  it 
was  a  warning  only — "He  couldn't  have 
missed  from  that  distance."  On  Tuesday 
this  week — seven  days  after  the  raid — Mr 
Swift  was  "still  a  bit  deaf"  as  a  result  of 
the  blast. 

Meanwhile,  Mrs  Swift  had  rung  the 
police  and  barricaded  herself  with  an 
assistant  and  a  customer  inside  the  shop. 
Both  the  Post  Office  drivers  were  later 
taken  to  hospital  with  head  injuries. 

Mr  Swift  has  previously  been  in  the 
news  when  in  1975  he  helped  to  stop  a 
National  Savings  Bank  fraud  involving 
forgeries,  for  which  he  and  his  wife  re- 
ceived an  award. 

French  holiday  exchange 

Pharmacists  interested  in  arranging  holi- 
day exchanges  for  their  children  with 
those  of  French  pharmacists  are  invited  to 
write  to  or  telephone  Dr  J.  Chilton,  36 
York  Place,  Edinburgh  EH1  3HU  (tele- 
phone: 031-556  4386).  Exchanges  should 
be  arranged  directly  with  the  French  phar- 
machists.  The  hosts  usually  pay  all  ex- 
penses except  transport. 
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OF  warns  on 
photo  'MAP' 


The  Office  of  Fair  Trading  has  warned  a 
number  of  photographic  suppliers  that  they 
may  face  court  proceedings  if  they  try  to 
use  "minimum  advertised  price"  (MAP)  to 
impose  minimum  resale  prices. 

One  supplier — CZ  Scientific  Instruments 
— has  already  given  a  voluntary  assurance 
that  it  will  not  use  MAP  or  any  other  of 
its  terms  to  stipulate  minimum  prices  below 
which  dealers  must  not  sell  or  advertise  its 
goods.  Nor  will  it  restrict  supplies  or  bring 
any  other  pressure  to  bear  on  dealers  to 
maintain  prices. 

According  to  an  OFT  spokesman,  a 
court  ruling  in  1971  established  that  there 
is  no  distinction  between  MAP  and  resale 
price,  in  relation  to  the  Act. 

The  Photographic  Dealers'  Association 
has  reacted  by  repeating  its  viewpoint  ex- 
pressed to  the  OFT  in  1975  on  the  question 
of  loss  leaders.  (One  of  the  reasons  for 
suppliers  adopting  the  practice  of  MAPs 
is  to  prevent  their  products  being  sold  as 
loss  leaders  to  the  extent  that  the  retailer 
may  become  insolvent).  The  PDA  says : 
"Before  the  introduction  of  the  Resale 
Prices  Act,  1964,  the  photographic  trade 
was  undoubtedly  one  in  which  service  to 
the  customer  was  a  prime  consideration. 
Such  service,  so  necessary  in  our  trade,  is 
now  difficult  to  maintain  because  of  in- 
sufficient return  on  capital  invested.  This 
has  resulted  in  closure  of  many  outlets. 

"The  vulnerability  of  a  branded  mer- 
chandise, coupled  with  the  Resale  Prices 
Act,  has  taken  its  toll,  and  the  trade  of 
which  we  were  so  proud  has  been  torn  to 
shreds,  by  a  few  entrepreneurs  who  were 
glad  of  the  Act  because  it  gave  them  the 
opportunity  to  cash  in  without  the  trouble- 
some necessity  of  skill  and  knowledge  in 
looking  after  their  customers'  interests." 
This  had  caused  distributive  chaos  at  the 
expense  of  the  majority  of  retailers  who 
offered  high  standards  of  service. 

I C ML  to  continue  with 
title  in  advertising 

Independent  Chemists  Marketing  Ltd  are 
to  continue  using  this  title  in  their  Numark 
national  Press  advertisements. 

As  reported  last  week  (p672)  the  words 
"sponsored  by  Independent  Chemists  Mar- 
keting Ltd"  have  been  re-introduced  in  the 
advertisements  despite  a  warning  from  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  in  August  1975 
that  the  use  of  restricted  titles  was  still 
considered  to  be  an  implied  advertising 
of  professional  services.  The  wording  was 
dropped  after  the  warning. 

No  complaints  from  the  Society  about 
the  latest  advertisement  had  been  received 
by  either  ICML  or  the  National  Pharma- 
ceutical Association  at  the  time  C&D  went 
to  press.  A  spokesman  for  ICML  said  there 
were  no  plans  to  stop  using  the  wording. 


Mr  J.  A.  Plenderleith,  MPS,  of  South 
Ascot,  Berks,  receives  the  "star  prize"  in 
the  raffle  organised  at  a  recent  Sangers 
Ltd  trade  show  held  in  Maidenhead,  from 
Mr  S.  M.  Walsh,  sales  director.  Mr 
Plenderleith  left  the  show  not  knowing 
that  he  had  won  and  was  delighted  with 
his  "extraordinary"  delivery  the 
following  morning 


NPA  concern  over  deletion 
of  fluted  bottled  rule 

The  National  Pharmaceutical  Association 
has  written  to  the  Home  Secretary,  the  Rt 
Hon  Merlyn  Rees,  expressing  concern 
over  the  proposal  to  delete  from  the 
Poisons  Rules  the  requirement  that  certain 
liquids  be  supplied  in  ribbed  bottles. 

In  the  letter,  Mr  J.  Wright,  secretary, 
NPA,  says  the  board  of  management  is 
concerned  that  the  removal  of  the  pro- 
vision, whereby  certain  poisons  are  sup- 
plied in  bottles  "fluted  vertically  with  ribs 
or  grooves  recognisable  by  touch",  would 
seriously  interfere  with  the  traditional  safe- 
guard by  which  non-medicinal  poisons  are 
instantly  recognised,  especially  by  the 
elderly  and  poorly  sighted. 

He  says  the  board  appreciates  the  need 
for  uniformity  amongst  EEC  member 
states  but  UK  representatives  in  Brussels 


should  press  for  such  a  provision  in  the 
relevant  EEC  Directive.  Alternatively,  an 
exception  should  be  made  for  the  UK 
where  people  are  accustomed  to  fluted 
bottles  and  associate  them  with  harmful 
contents. 

The  letter  points  out  that  even  if  produc- 
tion were  not  discontinued,  demand  would 
fall  for  fluted  bottles  and  the  price  would 
rise  to  such  an  extent  that  pharmacists 
who   wished   to   supply   in   such  bottles 
would  be  unable  to  do  so.  Mr  Wright  adds 
that  he  is  also  writing  to  the  Department 
of  Health  to  ask  for  Regulations  under 
the  Medicines  Act  to  be  made  to  require 
potentially  harmful  medicines  for  external 
use  to  be  supplied  in  ribbed  bottles.  Copies 
are   to   be   sent   to   the  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  Pharmaceutical  Services  Negotiat- 
ing  Committee,   Scottish  Pharmaceutical 
Federation,  Pharmaceutical  Standing  Com- 
mittee (Scotland)  and  consumer  bodies. 

Fine  for  illegal  sale  of 
medicine  containing  lead 

Fines  were  imposed  on  a  North  West 
London  shop  this  week  for  the  illegal  sale 
of  Indian  medicines  including  Bal  Jivan 
Chamcho,  a  children's  "tonic"  with  a  high 
lead  content. 

Kantilal  Kabiwar  and  his  uncle  Babulal 
Kabiwar,  trading  as  Bina  Stores  of 
Golders  Green  Road,  Golders  Green, 
pleaded  guilty  to  twelve  summonses  under 
the  Medicines  Act  1968.  They  were  fined 
a  total  of  £480  each  and  ordered  to  pay 
£15  costs  each.  The  summonses  alleged  the 
offering  for  sale  of  a  medicinal  product 
without  appropriate  licence;  the  importa- 
tion of  medicines  without  a  licence  and 
offering  such  products  for  sale. 

Mr  Vernon  Rees,  prosecuting  for  the 
Department  of  Health  at  Hendon  court, 
referred  to  the  Bal  Jivan  Chamcho  as 
"extremely  dangerous"  and  it  had  been 
prohibited  from  sale  in  this  country.  The 
defendants  said  they  did  not  realise  it  was 
harmful  and  they  had  now  applied  for  the 
necessary  import  licence  for  the  other 
harmless  products. 


Levelling  off  trend  in  dispensing  doctors? 


The  number  of  dispensing  doctors  levelled 
off  to  an  increase  of  five  in  1975  after  an 
increase  of  66  in  1974  and  37  in  1973. 
There  were  2,517  in  practice  in  1975.  The 
figures  are  reported  in  the  Health  and 
Personal  Social  Services  Statistics  for  Eng- 
land 1976  (HM  Stationery  Office,  £5-50). 

The  number  of  prescriptions  dispensed 
by  chemists  and  appliance  contractors  in 
England,  in  1975,  increased  by  2-7  per 
cent  to  281,772,000  at  a  total  ingredient 
cost  of  £264-8m,  a  rise  of  £60m  on  1974. 

The  proportion  of  proprietary  prepara- 
tions rose  to  82  per  cent  compared  with 
77-7  per  cent  in  1971.  Drugs  acting  on  the 
central  nervous  system  accounted  for  over 
75  million  prescriptions  costing  £48m — 
the  largest  group.  The  most  expensive 
group  however  was  the  cardiovascular 
and  diuretic  drugs,  costing  £51 -5m  on 
32 -75m  prescriptions. 

Prescriptions  for  drugs  acting  on  the 
lower  respiratory  system  decreased  from 
27,269  in  1974  to  27,043  in  1975.  The  cost, 
however,  increased  from  £19 -5m  to 
£24  9m.  Antibiotic  and  other  anti-infective 


prescriptions  also  decreased  from  38 -2m 
in  1974  to  36 -8m  in  1975  whilst  again  the 
cost  rose  from  £30 -8m  to  £35 -6m. 

Within  the  CNS  drugs,  prescriptions  for 
barbiturates  decreased  from  7,935  in  1974 
to  6,737  in  1975  with  a  corresponding  in- 
crease of  non-barbiturate  hypnotics  from 
8,846  to  9,743.  Addictive  analgesics  reduced 
from  579,000  to  531,000  in  1975. 

The  number  of  pharmacies  in  contract 
with  Family  Practitioner  Committees  in 
England  during  1975  was  9,143,  drug 
stores  41,  and  appliance  contractors  926 
which  compares  with  the  1974  figures  of 
9,342  pharmacies,  45  drug  stores  and  972 
appliance  contractors.  The  number  of 
whole-time  equivalents  of  hospital  phar- 
macists in  1975  was  2,077  an  increase  of 
318  from  the  1974  level  of  1,759,  whilst 
technicians  increased  from  1,287  to  1,467. 

A  total  of  40  service  cases  involving  the 
pharmaceutical  services  were  investigated 
and  a  breach  found  in  27  of  them.  Re- 
muneration was  withheld  in  six  cases  of 
which  five  were  in  the  £25-£99  range  and 
one  in  the  £100  and  over  range. 
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TV  highlights 
yellow  card 
problems 


Faults  in  the  yellow  card  system — by 
which  doctors  notify  adverse  drug  reac- 
tions to  the  Committee  on  Safety  of  Medi- 
cines —  were  highlighted  in  a  BBC 
"'Panorama"  on  Eraldin  this  week. 

Sir  Eric  Scowen,  chairman,  Committee 
on  Safety  of  Medicines,  said  few  doctors 
filled  in  the  cards  and  only  one  per  cent 
of  adverse  reactions  were  reported.  Dr 
Adrian  Ive,  a  general  practitioner,  said  the 
system  was  underused.  Doctors  liked  to 
prove  their  point  before  risking  their 
reputation,  whereas  the  minutest  suspi- 
cions should  be  notified  on  the  cards. 

Professor  Colin  Dollery,  clinical  phar- 
macologist, doubted  whether  the  yellow 
card  system  could  be  improved — what 
was  needed,  he  said,  was  a  positive  moni- 
toring of  a  known  sample  of  patients  and 
regular  follow  up.  Dr  Johnson,  a  GP 
undertaking  research  in  data  processing, 
felt  the  yellow  card  is  obsolete.  He  sug- 
gested that  with  30,000  symptoms  per  year 
per  GP  put  into  a  computer,  it  would  have 
been  fairly  easy  to  feed  in  symptoms  of 
patients  on  Eraldin  and  compare  them 
with  symptoms  of  a  control  group. 

Extensive  testing 

Dr  John  Waycott,  spokesman  for 
Imperial  Chemical  Industries  Ltd,  said  the 
drug  was  tested  for  six  years.  2,000 
patients  were  tested  prior  to  marketing 
and  3,000  patients  were  used  in  the  clini- 
cal trials.  He  said  that  most  side  effects 
attributed  to  Eraldin  could  occur  spon- 
taneously without  the  drug  and  it  was  not 
until  the  more  specialised  effects  were 
noticed  that  Eraldin  was  suspected.  Psoria- 
sis, for  example,  was  quite  a  common  skin 
problem.  Asked  by  the  interviewer  why 
ICI  did  not  advertise  the  suspicions  in 
daily  newspapers,  Dr  Waycott  said  it 
would  not  have  been  ethical  and  the  pub- 
lic should  be  informed  through  the  doctor. 
The  lesson  to  be  learned  from  the  Eraldin 
story,  he  continued,  was  that  if  the  public 
and  medical  profession  wanted  new  treat- 
ment they  must  not  expect  it  to  be  totally 
safe.  ICI  came  out  extremely  well,  he 
believed.  Eraldin  was  a  brilliant  invention 
of  enormous  value  to  patients  and  ICI 
had  acted  promptly,  efficiently,  responsibly 
and  fairly. 

Warnings  of  side  effects  were  published 
as  early  as  1972  by  various  doctors  in  the 
medical  journals  but  ICI  issued  a  warning 
to  doctors  in  1974,  after  which  202 
reports  of  adverse  reactions  were  reported 
from  doctors  in  one  month.  In  October 
1975  Eraldin  was  withdrawn,  except  for 
use  in  hospitals,  although  there  had  been 
reports  of  prescriptions  issued  some  time 
after  that  date. 

Compensation  for  those  patients  suffer- 
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Mr  R.  Irwin,  marketing  director,  Merrell 
division,  Richardson-Merrell  Ltd,  making 
the  presentation  to  Mr  and  Mrs  H. 
Wigglesworth  of  Southampton,  who  won 
first  prize  to  Mexico  in  the  recent 
Merocet  competition. 

ing  from  adverse  reactions  to  Eraldin  was 
undertaken  by  ICI,  who  said  they  were  not 
legally  responsible  but  would  accept  moral 
responsibility.  A  solicitor  in  the  pro- 
gramme described  the  compensation 
scheme  as  fair  but  not  when  compared  to 
what  might  be  awarded  in  America.  He 
felt  the  number  of  victims  could  reach 
5-6,000  and  a  total  of  £20m  could  be  paid. 

Costs  of  controls  on  lens 
fluids  'could -deter  users' 

a 

Controls  on  contact  lens  solutions  should 
not  lead  to  such  staggering  increases  in 
costs  that  patients  are  put  off  using  them 
altogether,  warns  the  Association  of  Con- 
tact Lens  Manufacturers  Ltd. 

"It  is  surely  not  intended  to  drive  even 
more  patients  to  use  saliva,  tap  water, 
dish-washing  detergents  and  even  denture 
cleaners,  as  the  only  practical  alterna- 
tives?" comments  Dr  G.  T.  Bassil,  chair- 
man, in  a  letter  to  the  Department  of 
Health's  working  party  on  contact  lens 
fluids  (C&D,  March  5,  p277).  While  agree- 
ing that  the  primary  goals  of  the  Depart- 
ment and  industry  are  similar — ie  to  pro- 
vide safe,  effective  preparations  with  clear 
instructions  on  use  —  the  Association 
believes  it  was  inappropriate  and  discrimi- 
natory to  seek  controls  on  the  solutions 
before  controls  on  lenses.  Although  there 
may  be  a  problem  with  some  lens  solu- 
tions, the  Association  feels  it  is  small  in 
relation  to  total  usage  and  the  industry 
would  welcome  collaboration  with  the 
Department  on  further  research.  It  would 
have  been  more  logical  to  introduce  licen- 
sing control  after  establishing  there  was  a 
problem,  not  before,  the  letter  explains. 

The  working  party  had  proposed  that 
solutions  should  be  labelled  with  a  warn- 
ing not  to  use  after  28  days  of  opening. 
The  Association  fails  to  understand  why 
28  days  was  chosen,  especially  when 
earlier  recommendations  had  suggested  up 
to  three  months.  "The  better  solutions 
already  on  the  market  contain  preservative 
systems  providing  established  self-steril- 
ising capabilities  for  periods  of  up  to  two 
years."  Commonsense  advice  should  pro- 
perly come  from  the  lens  practitioner, 
rather  than  the  label,  the  Association  con- 
tinues. There  would  be  many  practical 
difficulties  involved  in  getting  all  the  infor- 
mation suggested  onto  a  10ml  pack  and 
expecting  the  patient  to  take  it  all  in. 


Nominations  for  Scottish 
and  Welsh  Executives 

The  following  are  candidates  for  the  1977 
Pharmaceutical  Society  Scottish  Executive 
elections : 

Mr  George  Washington  Allan 
Mr  Allan  Graeme  Barron 
Mr  Robert  Arthur  Brodie 
Mr  John  Bateman  Dunnett 
Mr  John  Stephenson  Galloway 
Mr  John  Irvine 
Mr  David  Campbell  Mair 
Miss  Elizabeth  Aitken  Meikle 
Mr  Robert  Simpson  Morrison 
Mr  Adam  Roxburgh 
Dr  Gordon  Alexander  Smail 
Mr  John  Summers 
Mr  Ian  Scott  Swanson 

Voting  papers  are  being  issued  this 
week  and  must  be  returned  by  June  21. 
The  results  will  be  announced  at  the 
annual  meeting  on  June  22. 

The  following  are  candidates  for  the 
Society's  Welsh  Executive  election : 
Mr  Allan  E.  Brooks 
Mr  David  G.  Burt 
Professor  Adrian  M.  Cook 
Mr  Peter  Jenkins 
Miss  Felicity  E.  Lee 
Mrs  Marion  Rawlings 
Mrs  Linda  J.  Stone 

Voting  papers  are  being  issued  this 
week  and  must  be  returned  by  12  noon, 
June  20.  The  results  will  be  announced  at 
the  annual  meeting  on  June  22  at  7  pm, 
pharmacy  lecture  theatre,  UWIST, 
Cathays  Park,  Cardiff. 

Warning  on  aerosols 
containing  neomycin 

The  Committee  on  Safety  of  Medicines 
has  issued  a  warning  about  the  use  of 
aerosols  containing  neomycin. 

A  warning  leaflet  in  the  Adverse  Reac- 
tions Series  has  been  sent  to  all  practising 
pharmacists,  doctors  and  dentists  in  the 
UK.  It  points  out  that  the  Committee  on 
Safety  of  Medicines  has  received  reports 
of  deafness  following  the  use  of  aerosol 
preparations  containing  neomycin  in  the 
treatment  of  extensive  skin  damage  result- 
ing from  burns  or  other  causes.  The  Com- 
mittee is  asking  for  reports  of  any  cases 
of  ototoxicity  (deafness  or  impaired 
balance)  which  are  suspected  as  having 
resulted  from  the  administration  of  aerosol 
or  any  other  preparations  containing 
neomycin  or  other  antibiotics  on  large 
areas  of  damaged  skin.  The  Committee 
explains  that  the  association  of  deafness 
with  neomycin  administered  internally  is 
already  well  established. 

When  to  take  thyroxine 

The  best  time  to  take  oral  thyroxine  is  on 
an  empty  stomach,  as  long  as  possible 
before  breakfast,  recommends  the  May  13 
Drug  and  Therapeutics  Bulletin. 

A  recent  study  showed  that  79  per  cent 
of  thyroxine  was  absorbed  after  24  hours 
in  subjects  who  took  lOOmcg  on  fasting, 
whereas  64  per  cent  was  absorbed  when 
the  drug  was  taken  immediately  before  a 
light  breakfast.  Taking  thyroxine  fasting 
should  make  it  easier  to  establish  the 
optimal  replacement  dosage. 
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PHILIPS  REPORT 


PHILIPS 


The  new  Philips  Styler/Drier. 
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The  first  hand-held  hair  drier 
and  styler  combination  with  four 
different  air/heat  settings.  The  first  800W  heating  element  which 
allows  choice  of  two  dry/ two  style  positions  to  suit  every  hair  style. 
The  Styler/Drier  includes  these  seven  attachments: 


WIDE  TOOTH  COMB  FINE  TOOTH  COMB 
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DUREX 
PRICING  ANNOUNCEMENT 


Rising  costs  make  it  necessary  for  us  to  increase  prices  on  the  Durex  range  of  protectives. 
These  increases  are  listed  below  and  become  effective  from  Friday  13th  May,  1977. 

Maximum  Recommended  Basic  Trade  Terms 

Selling  Price 
(Including  VAT  at  8%) 


Unison 

3  pack 

33p(No  Change) 

£7.33  per  gross 

Fetherlite 

3  pack 

30p 

£6.67  per  gross 

Fetherlite 

12  pack 

120p 

£6.67  per  gross 

Nu  Form 

3  pack 

30p 

£6.67  per  gross 

Nu  Form 

12  pack 

120p 

£6.67  per  gross 

Fiesta 

6  pack 

60p  (No  Change) 

£6.67  per  gross 

Black  Shadow 

3  pack 

30p 

£6.67  per  gross 

Gossamer 

3  pack 

27p 

£6.00  per  gross 

Gossamer 

12  pack 

108p 

£6.00  per  gross 

Dry  Durex  /Allergy 

3  pack 

22p 

£4.90  per  gross 

Supertrans 

3  pack 

23p 

£5.12  per  gross 

Atlas 

12  pack 

95p 

£5.28  per  gross 

Transyl 

12  pack 

70p 

£3.90  per  gross 

Fourex 

3  pack 

200p 

£0.93  per  pack  of  3 

May  we  also  take  this  opportunity  of  reminding  you  that  it  is  a  condition  of  sale  that  Durex 
protectives  must  never  be  retailed  at  prices  in  excess  of  the  maximum  retail  prices  shown  on 
the  price  list.  In  addition  please  could  you  take  note  of  the  following:- 

1.  Stock  purchased  at  pre-increase  prices  must  be  retailed  to  the  public  at  prices  not 
exceeding  our  previous  maximum  recommended  prices. 

2.  Whilst  stock  purchased  at  the  new  prices  must  not  be  sold  at  prices  exceeding  that  of  our 
recommended  prices,  you  may,  if  you  wish,  sell  them  at  prices  below  the  recommended  prices. 

3.  All  orders  will  be  charged  out  at  prices  ruling  on  the  date  of  dispatch  of  goods. 

Price  increases  we  are  now  implementing  have  been  agreed  with  the  Office  of  Fair  Trading. 


LR/Sanitas  Limited,  Sanitas  House,  Stock  well  Green,  London  SW9  9JJ.  Telephone:  01-733  7911.  Telephone  orders:  01-274  2076. 
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Professor  P.  F.  D'Arcy  has  been  awarded 
the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Science  by  the 
University  of  London  for  his  published 
work  on  "Drug  reactions  and  inter- 
actions". Professor  D'Arcy  holds  the  chair 
of  pharmacy  at  the  Queen's  University  of 
Belfast;  he  is  a  member  of  Council  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Northern 
Ireland. 

Mr  James  Peutherer,  MPS,  who  has  been 
in  business  in  Broxburn,  West  Lothian,  for 
the  past  40  years,  has  retired  from  the 
pharmacy  at  7  Greendykes  Road.  He  had 
intended  to  retire  and  that  decision  was 
expedited  by  the  opening  of  the  local 
health  centre  and  the  provision  of  other 
facilities  for  dispensing. 
Mr  Garnett  Mitchell,  MPS,  Watton  Phar- 
macy, Watton,  Norfolk,  has  been  elected 
to  the  Norfolk  County  Council.  He  con- 
tinues his  membership  of  the  Breckland 
District  Council  and  of  the  Watton  Town 
Council  (of  which  he  was  mayor  last 
year).  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Norwich 
Community  Health  Council. 
Mr  Andrew  A.  Egboh,  PhC,  FPSN, 
MIPharmMI,  FRSH,  MPhA,  has  retired 
from  the  Nigerian  Civil  Service  after  serv- 
ing the  Federal  Government  for  33  years, 
of  which  28  years  were  spent  as  pharmacy 
administrator  in  the  Ministry  of  Health. 
Mr  Egboh,  who  has  been  a  regular 
participant  in  international  conferences 
(including  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Con- 
ference), has  set  up  a  pharmaceutical 
consultancy  office  in  Lagos.  He  will  be  in 
the  UK  in  August  and  will  attend  FIP  in 
The  Hague. 

Deaths 

Austin:  Suddenly  on  May  12  Bernard 
John  Austin,  MPS,  a  director  of 
Macarthys  Ltd.  He  qualified  in  1956. 

News  in  brief 

□  Elastic  hosiery,  dressings  and  hypo- 
dermic syringes  are  among  the  revised 
prices  in  the  Scottish  Drug  Tariff  for  May. 

□  Brazil  has  fixed  the  following  duty 
rates  for  enzymes:  pancreatin  and  pepsin 
45  per  cent,  bromelin  40  per  cent. 

□  Saccharine  use  has  been  banned  for 
certain  foods  and  drinks  in  Holland,  but 
its  use  for  diabetic  and  slimming  products 
is  not  affected. 

□  Chemist  contractors  in  England  during 
February  dispensed  23,973,806  prescrip- 
tions (14,865,124  forms)  at  a  total  cost  of 
£40,943,948— an  average  of  £171  per 
prescription. 

□  "Rights  and  responsibilities  of  retailers 
and  their  customers"  is  available  from 
National  Chamber  of  Trade,  Enterprise 
House,  Henley-on-Thames,  Oxon  RG9 
ITU,  £0  90  cash  with  order. 

□  Doctor's  seniority  payments  are  no 
longer  to  be  linked  with  attendance  at  post- 
graduate meetings.  From  October,  GPs 
will  automatically  receive  seniority  pay- 
ments after  13,  20  and  30  years  without 
having  to  attend  a  number  of  postgraduate 


Topical  reflections 


BY  XRAYSER 


Evasion 


I  was  brought  up  in  a  business  world  of  many  little  courtesies  which,  today, 
are  conspicuous  by  their  absence.  The  payment  of  accounts,  for  example,  in 
either  direction,  was  always  acknowledged,  and  written  intimation  was 
appended  to  the  account.  A  request  for  a  receipt  today  is  not  always  granted, 
and  when  it  is,  it  takes  the  most  astonishing  forms.  I  have  had  the  statement 
simply  sent  back  with  no  endorsement  of  any  kind.  Then  there  is  the  evasive 
endorsement  which  goes  out  of  its  way  to  avoid  any  admission  that  the 
account  has  been  settled,  in  quaint  wordings  which  were  devised  to 
circumvent  the  need  for  putting  a  stamp  on  the  document — wordings  which 
have  survived  long  after  the  abolition  of  stamp  duty. 

Almost  the  last  thing  that  you  must  do,  apparently,  is  say  "PAID",  and 
few  give  any  indication  of  a  date.  One  formula  states  that  under  Section  3  of 
Cheques  Act  1957,  my  paid  cheque  will  now  be  evidence  of  payment  and 
therefore  no  separate  form  of  receipt  will  be  issued.  One  would  have  thought 
that  a  plain,  straightforward  "paid  with  thanks"  complete  with  date  would 
not  put  an  undue  burden  on  anyone.  There  are,  I  regret  to  say,  some  who 
take  no  notice  whatever  of  a  request  for  a  receipt,  while  a  few  expect 
me  to  fill  up  a  remittance  slip  with  details  of  number  of  invoice,  VAT, 
discounts  and  final  amount  of  cheque. 

But  there  is  one  who  sends  compliments  and  thanks,  and  hopes  for  a 
continuance  of  my  esteemed  custom.  I  am  sure  his  hair  is  as  snowy  as 
my  own. 

Fool's  cup 

My  apprentice-master — useless  now  to  try  to  conceal  my  age — was  at  pains 
to  see  that  I  knew  and  understood  grammes,  cubic  centimetres,  and  litres, 
and  even  the  pharmacopoeia  of  that  day  had  ceased  to  formulate  in  grains, 
ounces  and  pounds.  As  I  recounted  in  a  recent  paragraph,  I  felt  superior  to 
the  deprived  majority.  Yet  I  had  the  tables  turned  the  other  day  by  a 
knowledgeable  stationer. 

My  request  was  simple — all  I  wanted  was  some  envelopes.  He  said  in  that 
insufferable  manner  of  the  cognoscenti!  "Yes,  Sir.  You  may  have  them 
229  x  102mm  or,  if  you  prefer  it,  89  x  152mm."  Rather  than  confess 
ignorance,  I  went  home  with  a  parcel  only  to  find  that  I  already  had  some  of 
each.  I  shall  have  great  pleasure,  when  he  next  buys  a  shampoo,  in  asking 
if  one  of  82-79g  will  suffice.  He  is,  you  see,  losing  his  hair. 


sessions,  providing  they  have  been  princi- 
pals for  at  least  five  years.  Seniority  pay- 
ments form  part  of  the  basic  pay  and 
doctors  objected  to  being  penalised  financi- 
ally for  non-attendance  at  the  courses. 

□  The  US  Food  and  Drug  Administration 
has  established  labelling  requirements  for 
intrauterine  devices  including  a  require- 
ment that  an  easily  understood  brochure 
be  provided  to  the  patient. 

□  The  Health  Education  Council  and 
British  Nutrition  Foundation  have  jointly 
produced  two  new  leaflets — "The  over- 
weight child"  and  "Healthy  eating  for  your 
children" — available  from  area  health 
authorities  or  the  HEC,  78  New  Oxford 
Street,  London  WC1A  1  AH. 

□  A  levy  on  employers  within  the  scope 
of  the  Chemical  and  Allied  Products  In- 
dustry Training  Board  equal  to  075  per 
cent  of  their  payroll  in  the  year  ended 


April  5,  1977,  is  to  be  made  under  an 
Order,  SI  1977  No  760,  HMSO  price  £0  25, 
laid  before  Parliament  on  May  10.  It  will 
come  into  operation  on  June  9.  Each 
employer's  total  payroll  is  to  be  reduced 
by  £155,000  before  assessment,  and  an 
employer  whose  payroll  was  less  than 
£155,133  will  be  exempt. 

□  The  Medical  Journalists'  Association 
Award  1977,  sponsored  by  Reckitt  and 
Colman  pharmaceutical  division,  was  pre- 
sented jointly  to  Dr  Stephen  Lock  and  Dr 
Tony  Smith  for  their  book  "The  medical 
risks  of  life"  recently. 

□  Chemists  and  appliance  contractors  in 
Northern  Ireland  during  January  and 
February  dispensed  respectively  a  total  of 
1,024,693  (1,032,404)  prescriptions  and 
636,056  (647,199)  forms,  at  a  total  cost  of 
£1,902,787  (£1,934,393)— an  average  of 
£1  86  (£1-87)  per  script. 
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Cosmetics  and  toiletries 

Maybelline  eye  shadow 

Summer  eye  shadows  from  Maybelline 
are  called  Super  Pearl  shadows  (£0  65) 
and  are  said  to  give  a  frosty  look  norm- 
ally only  found  in  the  more  expensive  eye 
shadows.  There  are  six  shades  available — 
frostiest  kohl  blue,  baby  blue,  kohl  green, 
lime,  mocha  and  snow  (Plough  (UK)  Ltd, 
Penarth  Street,  London  SE15  1TR). 

Electrical 

Ronson  double 

Ronson  Products  Ltd  introduced  two  pro- 
ducts at  the  International  Domestic  Elec- 
tric Appliances  trade  fair.  The  Hot  Shot 
1000  hairdryer  is  a  fast,  compact  dryer  for 
both  men  and  women  who,  the  company 
says,  "have  better  things  to  do  than  dry 
their  hair".  Available  from  July,  the  1000 
watt  Hot  Shot  (£15  65)  is  lightweight  and 
streamlined,  it  has  a  separate  nozzle  to 
combine  with  high  heat-high  speed  for 
drying  and  lower  heat-lower  air  output 
for  styling.  Six  feet  of  flex  allows  for 
movement  and  the  dryer  incorporates  an 
automatic  thermal  cut-out  system.  The 
company  also  introduced  a  new  shaver, 
the  angle  head  Spirotechnic  (£27-50),  with 
a  continuous  spiral  cutting  blade  which 
the  company  claims  as  exclusive.  The 
cutter  can  be  set  in  six  different  positions 
to  give  six  fresh  cutting  edges.  The  edge  is 
honed  as  a  single  unit  and  because  it  is 
set  in  a  spiral  it  is  so  angled  that  it  gently 
and  effectively  slices  off  each  hair,  explain 
Ronson.  The  shaver  also  incorporates  the 
thin  stainless  steel  foil  system — a  pre- 
formed replacement  simply  drops  into 
position  and  there  is  a  button  which 
exposes    or    retracts    the    scissor  action 


blades  of  the  long  hair  trimmer.  The 
Spirotechnic  is  a  dual  voltage  mains 
shaver  and  comes  in  a  presentation  case 
with  a  tangle  free  flex  and  a  cleaning 
brush.  Available  July  to  August  (Ronson 
Products  Ltd,  Randalls  Road,  Leather- 
head,  Surrey). 

Dietary 

Cerebos  sea  salt 

Cerebos  have  introduced  a  sea  salt  to 
complement  their  existing  varieties,  table 
and  iodised.  The  company  believes  that 
interest  in  sea  salt  is  growing  fast.  Apart, 
they  say,  from  the  natural  minerals  it  con- 
tains, housewives  are  discovering  the  dis- 
tinctive flavour  it  gives  to  food.  Cerebos 
sea  salt  is  being  advertised  during  July 
and  August  in  the  Sunday  Times  maga- 
zine, She  and  Good  Housekeeping.  Brand 
manager  Peter  Osborne  believes  that  the 
product,  "will  quickly  gain  a  substantial 
share  of  this  growing  market  and  will,  at 
the  same  time,  encourage  many  more 
people  to  try  sea  salt"  (RHM  Foods  Ltd, 
10  Victoria  Road,  London  NW10  6NU). 

Sundries 

Cardinelli  manicure  set 

A  battery  operated  manicure  set  is  now 
available  from  Cardinelli  which  has  ten 
trimming  discs,  two  spare  cuticle  removing 
heads,  ten  polishing  tips  and  three  hand 
files.  The  sets  (£4 -75)  are  packed  in  dis- 
play outers  of  12  with  three  colours  in 
each  outer — green,  ivory  and  pink  (Cardi- 
nelli Beauty  Products  Ltd,  266  Holloway 
Road,  London  N7  6NE). 

Photographic 

Paterson  range  extended 

New  darkroom  equipment  announced  by 
Paterson  includes  a  weighted  film  clip 
(£1-30  pack  of  two)  to  ensure  that  films 
are  kept  straight  during  drying.  The 
Paterson  colour  thermometer  (£3  71)  is 
designed  to  cover  the  temperature  range 
required  for  colour  processing  and  is 
marked  in  0-2°  steps  from  24°  to  40°C 
(and  in  Fahrenheit).  Mercury-filled,  it  is 
said  to  provide  an  accuracy  of  ±0-14°C. 
The  Paterson  chemical  mixer  (£1  -08)  is 
12yin  long  with  comfortable  handle  and 
paddle  designed  to  fit  even  a  small 
measure  or  beaker.  The  paddle  is  round 
in  section  and  can  be  moved  around 
"without  clattering  on  the  sides  of  the 
mixing  vessel".  Tubes  of  colour  for  the 
Paterson  print  retouching  outfit  are  now 
being  made  available  separately  from  the 
outfit  itself;  the  double  pack  (£1-89)  con- 
tains one  blue-black  for  cold-tone  bromide 
papers  and  one  brown-black  for  warm- 
tone  papers  (distributors  Rollei  UK  Ltd, 
Denington  Estate,  Wellingborough,  Nor- 
thants  NN8  2RG). 
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The  high  capacity  (2  cu  ft)  cash  carrying 
case  (£52  ex  VAT)  from  Volumatic  Ltd, 
Taurus  House,  Kingsfield  Road,  Coventry, 
incorporates  a  thief-proof  letterbox  flap 
in  the  top,  and  accommodates  £100,000 
in  £5  or  £30,000  in  £1  notes.  A  chain 
connected  to  the  carrier's  wrist  strap 
breaks  free  from  the  case  when  snatched 
and  simultaneously  sets  off  an  alarm 

Sweda  emergency  battery 

Battery  power  packs,  (£95  ex  VAT) 
specially  designed  for  use  with  Sweda 
250,  350  and  450  electronic  cash  registers 
are  now  available  from  Sweda  Inter- 
national, 27  Goswell  Road,  London  EC1. 
to  provide  emergency  power  for  up  to  foui 
hours.  The  changeover  from  mains  to  bat- 
tery operation  is  automatic  and  has  nc 
effect  on  the  working  of  the  register, 
When  the  mains  supply  is  restored,  the 
battery  is  automatically  recharged,  whethei 
the  cash  register  is  switched  on  or  off.  The 
unit  needs  no  maintenance  and  there  is  nc] 
risk  of  overcharging.  The  dimensions  are 
14|  X  6|  X  7|in  and  the  pack  can  be 
fitted  easily  under  the  check-out  or  casr| 
point,  Sweda  say. 


on  TV 
next  week 

Ln — London;  M — Midlands;  Lc — Lancashire; 
Y — Yorkshire;  Sc — Scotland;  WW — Wales  and 
West;  So — South;  NE — North-east;  A — Anglia; 
U— Ulster;  We— Westward;  B— Border; 
G — Grampian;  E — Eireann;  CI — Channel  Island. 

Anadin:  All  areas 
Braun:  All  areas 
Complan:  Lc 

Crest:  Lc,  Y,  Sc,  So,  A,  U,  We 
Harmony  colourant:  Y,  NE 
Harmony  hairspray:  All  areas 
Head  &  Shoulders:  Lc,  Sc,  A,  U,  B,  G, 

We,  CI 

Herbal  Sensation:  WW,  We 
Max  Factor  Maxi:  All  areas 
Wium  rollette:  All  except  E 
Signal:  All  areas 
Slender:  All  areas 
Sudccrem:  Lc 

Sunsitive:  Ln,  M,  Lc,  Sc,  G,  So,  A 
Sure:  All  areas 
Vichy:  Ln,  A,  WW,  SW,  CI 
Vitarich:  Lc 

Wilkinson  Sword  double  edge  blades: 

All  areas 
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You  gain 


Your  customers  lose 


Buf-Puf  is  a  totally  new  way  to  deal  with  spots 
and  pimples.  You  know  it.  Now  we  plan  to  tell  the 
thousands  of  people  who  suffer  from  troublesome  skins. 

Extensive  advertising  for  Buf-Puf  will  be  in  most 
major  teenage  and  women's  magazines  from  May  through 
October.  It  tells  how  Buf-Puf  can  deal  with  spots 
in  record  time-just  what  they  want  to  hear. 

Heavy  promotion  means  heavy  demand.  And  we  want  to 
help  make  this  demand  work  hard  for  you. 
With  every  order  for  six  Buf-Puf  received  before 
15  July  we'll  be  giving  an  extra  Buf-Puf  free. 
Your  total  profit  will  be  43  per  cent. 

So  you  gain,  while  your  customers  lose-their  spots. 


bufpuf 

there's  really 
nothing  like  it 


Buf-Puf  is  available  from  your  usual  wholesaler. 


Buf-Puf:  trade  mark 
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Aquafresh  aiming  for  no  3 
claims  best  fluoride  system 

Aquafresh  toothpaste  has  been  reformu- 
lated and  repackaged — and  is  being  re- 
launched with  the  claim  that  it  has  "the 
best  fluoride  system  of  any  toothpaste  in 
the  market".  The  "system"  is  a  patented 
combination  of  sodium  monofluorophos- 
phate  and  a  "new  catalyst",  calcium 
glycerophosphate.  Beecham  Proprietaries, 
Great  West  Road,  Brentford,  Middlesex 
TW8  9BD,  say  that  this  combination  has 
been  extensively  tested  and  increases  the 
fluoride  uptake  of  tooth  enamel  by  19 
per  cent. 

Also  improved  in  new  Aquafresh  is  the 
cleansing  system,  with  the  cleanser  ingre- 
dients (and  plaque  removing  effectiveness) 
being  increased  by  25  per  cent  compared 
with  the  existing  product.  A  specially- 
developed  dye  now  provides  better  "separ- 
ation" between  the  blue  and  white  stripes 
to  improve  the  family  appeal  of  the  brand. 
The  colour  change  is  carried  through  onto 
the  pack,  which  is  redesigned  to  provide 
greater  impact  on-shelf,  both  against  the 
old  Aquafresh  and  competitive  packs. 

Prime  target 

The  brand's  prime  target  is  the  young 
housewife  with  children — she  represents 
only  35  per  cent  of  the  population,  but 
buys  65  per  cent  of  the  toothpaste  volume. 
In  1977,  some  £800,000  will  be  spent  in 
putting  across  on  television  and  in  Press 
advertising,  the  dental  health  message  of 
protection  for  the  family's  teeth.  "Double 
action  for  double  protection"  will  be  the 
message — "through  the  use  of  real  life, 
but  sympathetic,  situations  which  will 
realistically  bring  home  to  her  the  fact  she 
already  subconsciously  knows — 'It's  a 
tough  world  for  teeth'." 

During  the  first  month  of  the  launch 
(July)  £250,000  will  be  spent  on  television, 
and  all  major  women's  papers  will  carry 
advertisements  during  the  first  three 
months.  Promotional  support  worth 
£700,000  will  include  trade  discounts, 
which,  Beecham  believe,  will  give  Aqua- 
fresh the  best  retail  price  on  the  market 
(perhaps  10  per  cent  below  competitors). 

Beechams'  objective  is  to  make  Aqua- 
fresh the  third  brand  in  the  market 
(behind   Colgate   dental    cream    and  the 


combined  Macleans  versions  currently 
fighting  for  leadership).  They  say  that  over 
the  past  five  years,  their  house  share  of 
the  toothpaste  market  has  gone  up  by  40 
per  cent,  Colgate's  down  22  per  cent, 
Gibbs'  down  18  per  cent,  and  others 
(including  Proctor  &  Gamble's  Crest)  up 
by  14  per  cent. 

Eddie  Styring,  marketing  manager  for 
Beecham  toothpaste  brands,  says  "It  is 
becoming  increasingly  clear  that  there  are 
too  many  medium  sized  brands  in  the 
market.  Both  the  storekeeper  and  the 
housewife  are  getting  confused  with  the 
number  of  promotions  on  shelf  at  any  one 
time.  This,  and  other  factors,  has  led  to  a 
situation  which  makes  it  virtually  imposs- 
ible to  get  a  fair  share  of  facings  for  a 
medium  sized  brand.  Aquafresh  and 
Crest  are  the  only  two  medium  sized 
brands  to  have  made  any  impact  in  the 
last  few  years.  The  others  are  either  static 
or  dead  on  their  feet." 
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Unichem  Silver  Jubilee  promotion 

Unichem  Ltd,  Crown  House,  Morden, 
Surrey,  are  offering  their  members  the 
chance  to  win  a  set  of  six  sterling  silver 
goblets,  valued  at  £1,500,  in  a  competition 
promotion  devised  to  commemorate  the 
Silver  Jubilee.  Entrants  have  to  put  the 
correct  date  against  ten  major  events  that 
took  place  in  the  course  of  the  Queen's 
25  year  reign,  and  complete  a  tie-breaker. 
The  second  prize  is  a  pair  of  candlesticks 
valued  at  £740,  third  prize  a  set  of  two 
goblets  and  fourth  is  a  single  goblet.  In 
addition,  twelve  silver  plated  commemora- 
tive dishes  are  offered  as  consolation 
prizes  on  the  basis  of  one  for  each  branch 
area.  The  goblets  and  candlesticks  are 
made  by  Garrard  and  Co  as  part  of  a 
limited  edition  commemorative  collection. 
The  promotion,  available  from  June  1, 
offers  21  products  each  of  which  is  des- 
cribed as  brand  leader  in  its  particular 
field.  They  are  Alberto  Balsam,  Anadin, 


Over  the  counter,  over  the  years,  millions*  of  customers 
have  appreciated  the  pharmacist's  advice. 

Earex  for  earwax  problems. 

Who  better  than  the  pharmacist  to  advise  customers 
to  use  a  little  Earex  to  prevent  earwax  problems. 
And  benefit  from  the  continual  support  of  a 
relieved  customer. 


j^jter — ■  - 


EAREX 


gentle  eardrops 

The  brand  leader  for  earwax  relief. 


*Over  the  last  2  years  2,500,000  bottles  of  Earex  have  been  bought 
through  retail  pharmacies. 
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Andrex,  Badedas,  Brut  33,  Colgate  tooth- 
paste, Cossack,  Dettol,  Dr  Whites,  Fashion 
Style,  Gillette  Gil,  Head  &  Shoulders, 
Kleenex  for  Men,  Mum  rollette,  Oil  of 
Ulay,  Optrex,  Quickies,  Radox  liquid, 
Sunsilk  hairspray,  Vaseline  intensive  care 
and  Wilkinson  Sword  blades. 

Kimberly-Clark  promotions 

Kimberly-Clark  Ltd,  Larkfield,  Maid- 
stone, Kent,  are  running  a  competition 
featuring  Kleenex  Flair  kitchen  towels. 
The  general  theme  is  "Add  Flair  to  your 
life"  and  will  run  as  a  series  of  competi- 
tions featuring  different  uses  for  Flair 
towels.  The  first  is  entitled  "Add  Flair  to 
your  cooking",  followed  by  ".  .  .  to  your 
kitchen"  and  ".  .  .  to  your  home".  Each 
asks  consumers  to  put  six  advantages  of 
using  Flair  towels  in  order  of  preference 
and  complete  a  tie-breaker  sentence.  Prizes 
totalling  nearly  £5,000  in  value  are  being 
awarded  to  the  winners  and  runners  up 
including  Kenwood  chef  mixers,  Le 
Creuset  cookware  and  Waterford  crystal 
glasses.  Details  of  the  competition  appear 
in  colour  page  advertisements  in  seven 
women's  and  general  interest  magazines— 
My  Weekly,  Woman's  Weekly,  Woman's 
Realm,  Family  Circle,  Good  Housekeep- 
ing, Woman  and  Home  and  People's 
Friend — over  the  next  three  months. 

The  company  is  also  offering  free  dress 
patterns  to  purchasers  of  Kotex  Soft  n' 
Sure  looped  towels.  Over  300,000  packs 
will  be  flashed  with  the  offer  which  will  be 
available  for  two  proofs  of  purchase.  The 
pattern  is  adaptable  to  all  sizes  and 
features  seven  variations  on  a  shirtwaister 
style  dress.  As  an  extra  bonus  all  those 
who  write  for  the  pattern  will  receive  a 
5p  Soft  n'Sure  coupon  redeemable  against 
sizes  I  and  2,  10s  and  20s. 

Denim's  gold  rush 

The  winner  of  the  current  Denim  com- 
petition from  Elida  Gibbs  Ltd,  PO  Box 
IDY,  Poriman  Square,  London  W1A  IDY. 
will  be  offered  an  all  expenses  paid  two 
week  holiday  for  two  in  Alberta,  Canada, 
including  visits  to  the  Klondike  Gold  Rush 
celebrations,  the  Calgary  stampede  and 
the  Rockies.  A  second  identical  holiday 
will  be  awarded  to  the  retailer  who  sup- 
plied the  winning  form.  Entrants  have  to 
answer  eight  questions  about  gold  and 
Canada,  complete  a  tie-breaker  sentence 
and  supply  proof  of  purchase  of  any  one 
of  the  Denim  range.  The  closing  date  is 
August  30.  Point  of  sale  material  is  avail- 
able incorporating  entry  forms. 

Monsieur  Rochas  additions 

A  new  size  Cologne  (58g,  £4  80)  and  two 
new  presentations  of  soap  (5oz,  £2-75  and 
2-6oz  x  3,  £4-50)  have  been  added  to  the 
Monsieur  Rochas  range  from  Rochas  Per- 
fumes Ltd,  27  Grosvenor  Street,  London 
W1X  9FE.  A  promotional  campaign  will 
take  place  during  the  spring  and  autumn. 

Ravina  spring  offer 

Ravina  Ltd,  3  Barton  Road,  Water  Eaton 
Industrial  Estate,  Bletchley,  Milton 
Keynes,  are  offering  a  spring  bonus  of  12 
ponytail  bands  free  (retailers'  cost  £1-26) 
with  every  12  dozen  items  ordered,  straight 
or  assorted.  The  minimum  order  to  qualify 
for  the  bonus  is  72  dozen.  With  orders  of 


Unichem's  prize  goblets  (see  opposite) 


144  dozen  items  or  more,  straight  or 
assorted  the  bonus  is  increased  to  1+  dozen 
ponytail  bands  free  with  every  12  dozen 
items  ordered.  The  bonus  offer  applies  to 
both  the  blister  card  and  multicard  ranges. 
The  offer  closes  May  27  and  is  subject  to 
stock  availability.  The  company  has  also 
added  to  the  multi-card  range  and  has 
introduced  a  range  of  side  combs. 

Wasp-eze  for  holidays 

Potter  &  Clarke  Ltd,  44a  The  Green, 
Warlingham,  Surrey  CR3  9YS,  are  adver- 
tising their  product  Wasp-eze  in  outdoor 
interest  journals  and  women's  magazines 
from  this  month.  Additionally  a  nation- 
wide campaign  directed  expressly  to  fami- 
lies holidaying  abroad  is  expected  to  bring 
in  early  season  customers.  The  company 
adds  that  the  larger  75g  size  is  significantly 
increasing  in  popularity  as  a  more  econo- 
mical family  purchase. 

Setlers  reformulated 

Beecham  Proprietaries,  Beecham  House, 
Brentford,  Middlesex  TW8  9BD,  are 
spending  £400,000  in  support  of  the 
recently  relaunched  Setlers.  The  tablets 
now  contain  calcium  carbonate  534mg 
and  light  magnesium  carbonate  72mg,  and 
have  a  mintier  taste  and  smoother  texture. 
The  pack  has  been  redesigned  and  display 
material  is  available.  A  new  television 
campaign  is  to  start  in  July  and  there  will 
be  year  round  advertising  in  national 
newspapers.  Discounts  are  offered  during 
the  launch  phase. 

Complan  on  television 

Farley  Health  Products  Ltd,  Torr  Lane, 
Plymouth  PL3  5UA,  are  back  on  tele- 
vision again  with  Complan.  An  eight  week 
campaign  began  in  the  Granada  television 
area  on  May  16,  and  the  commercial  will 
also  appear  in  the  Southern,  Anglia  and 
Trident  areas  for  four  weeks  from  June  6. 

Sandra  baby  pants  offer 

Henley  of  Hornsey  Ltd,  Alexandra  Works, 
Clarendon  Road.  London  N8,  are  repeating 
a  "3p  off  two  pairs"  offer  on  Sandra  baby 
pants,  until  June  30.  In  packs  of  200, 
assorted  as  desired,  the  wholesale  offer 
prices  per  10  pairs  are:  Small,  £110: 
medium,  £1-16;  large  £1-20;  extra  large 
£!  30;  toddlers  £1  60.  Orders  should  be 
marked  "3p  off  two  pairs  deal". 

Harfnell  hairspray 

To  celebrate  the  knighthood  of  Sir 
Norman  Hartnell  this  year,  a  free  product 
deal    on    Norman    Hartnell   hairspray  is 


being  offered  by  distributors,  Bensons 
Marketing  Ltd,  Benson  House,  Weir  Road, 
London  SW12.  Fifteen  cans  to  the  dozen 
are  offered  on  the  "honours"  promotion 
and  the  three-free  can  deal  applies  to  both 
the  130  and  200g  size. 

Wilkinson's  advertising 

Wilkinson  Sword  Ltd,  Sword  House,  High 
Wycombe,  Bucks  HU13  6EJ,  will  be 
spending  in  excess  of  £900,000  in  a  12 
month  period  on  nationwide  television  and 
consumer  Press  advertising  for  their  razor 
blade  products.  The  promotion  begins  this 
month  with  a  television  campaign  for 
Wilkinson  Sword  Double  Edge  blades. 

Supply  difficulties  with  Tetrex 

Bristol  Laboratories  Ltd,  Stamford  House, 
Station  Road,  Langley,  Bucks  SL3  6EB, 
are  unable  to  meet  the  demand  for  Tetrex 
PMT  injection,  intramuscular  and  intra- 
venous, because  of  manufacturing  prob- 
lems. All  existing  back  orders  will  be 
despatched  as  soon  as  the  problems  have 
been  overcome.  Stocks  of  Kantrex  paedia- 
tric  injection  75mg,  Kantrexil  suspension 
150ml  and  500ml  are  exhausted. 

Glen's  Frisbees 

Glen  Tissues  from  British  Tissues  Ltd,  101 
Whitby  Road,  Slough,  Berks  HA3  8BS, 
are  offering  a  junior  Frisbee  to  con- 
sumers in  return  for  five  tokens  from  the 
Glen  twin  pack,  or  three  tokens  from  the 
four-pack  plus  20p.  With  an  estimated 
250,000  Frisbees  sold  in  Britain  last  year 
the  company  says  that  they  are  expecting 
a  high  redemption. 

Allurell  share 

L'Oreal  (Golden  Ltd),  18  Bruton  Street, 
London  W1A  1BX,  achieved  a  2  per  cent 
sterling  brand  share  for  Allurell  in  March 
according  to  TCPI  figures.  The  company 
adds  that  they  now  have  a  combined  share 
of  the  total  hairspray  market  with  both 
Allurell  and  Elnett  of  11  per  cent  sterling. 

Factor's  Jubilee  compact 

Max  Factor  Ltd,  16  Old  Bond  Street, 
London  W1X  3 AH.  have  introduced  a 
Creme  Puff  Silver  Jubilee  compact  (£0  90). 
It  is  available  with  the  six  most  popular 
shades  of  Creme  Puff — tempting  touch, 
candle  glow,  gay  whisper,  truly  fair,  sun 
frolic  and  nouveau  beige.  The  Silver 
Jubilee  compact  contains  the  standard 
godet,  mirror  and  puff  and  is  uncartoned ; 
it  is  dark  blue  embossed  with  silver. 

Piriton  Duolets  code 

Continuing  their  plans  to  introduce  the 
use  of  product  names  on  tablet  prepara- 
tions, Allen  &  Hanburys  Ltd,  Bethnal 
Green.  London  E2  6LA,  say  Piriton  Duo- 
lets  will  in  future  have  "Piriton  AH 
Duolet"  printed  in  black  on  each  tablet. 

Agfa  consumer  brochure 

The  1977  consumer  photographic  products 
brochure  of  Agfa-Gevaert  Ltd,  27  Great 
West  Road,  Brentford.  Middlesex,  now 
available,  is  in  "handier"  size  than  its 
predecessors  and  has  a  "stepped"  index 
for  easy  reference. 

Continued  on  p722 
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Dentu-creme  and  Tegrin  reports 

Following  a  research  programme  carried 
out  by  Stafford-Miller  Ltd,  166  Great 
North  Road,  Hatfield,  Herts,  to  discover 
key  consumer  dissatisfaction  with  denture- 
care  products,  new  anti-yellow  formula 
Dentu-creme  is  being  launched  in  June 
backed  by  a  media  advertising  campaign. 
Anti-yellow  Dentu-creme  has  a  high 
polishing,  low  abrasive,  blue  tinted  for- 
mula and  is  said  to  have  improved  stain 
removing  properties. 

The  company  has  also  introduced 
Tegrin  herbal  shampoo  (£0-55)  to  the 
anti-dandruff  shampoo  range. 

Hedex  larger  pack 

A  pack  of  72  (£0-84)  Hedex  tablets  is 
now  available  from  Sterling  Health  Pro- 
ducts, Surbiton,  Surrey  KT6  4PH.  One  of 
the  main  reasons  for  this  introduction  is 
the  product's  sales  growth  of  45  per  cent 
by  volume  through  chemists  during  1976. 
Television  advertising  of  Hedex  this  year 
will  cost  about  £400,000. 

Free  babymeals  from  Cow  &  Gate 

Cow  &  Gate  Babyfoods  Ltd,  Trowbridge, 
Wilts  BAH  8HZ,  are  featuring  a  four 
month  promotional  campaign.  Free  baby- 
meals  worth  up  to  £2  -20  are  on  offer  until 
July  31  in  return  for  labels  collected  from 
the  company's  strained,  junior  and  toddler 
ranges.  To  take  advantage  of  the  promo- 
tion customers  take  an  envelope  from  the 
babymeals  counter  and  use  it  to  collect  25 
labels  for  vouchers  worth  £1  and  50  labels 
for  vouchers  worth  £2.  The  envelopes  are 
sent  Freepost  to  Cow  &  Gate  who  are 
offering  a  20p  bonus  to  customers  sending 
in  labels  from  ten  different  varieties. 

Bronnley  lines  repackaged 

H.  Bronnley  &  Co  Ltd,  10  Conduit  Street, 
London  Wl  R  0BR,  have  repackaged  their 


bubble  bath,  hand  lotion,  talcum  powder 
and  after  bath  Cologne  in  waisted  bottles 
selected,  the  company  says,  for  their  eye 
appeal  and  ease  of  hold.  They  are  avail- 
able in  two  sizes,  200ml  and  50ml.  The 
introduction  has  been  timed  to  coincide 
with  the  Christmas  gifts  launch. 

Weleda  money-saving  offer 

Weleda  (UK)  Ltd,  Ship  Street,  East  Grin- 
stead,  Sussex  RH19  4ES,  are  selling  in 
three  shampoos  each  individually  banded 
to  the  recently  introduced  herbal  condi- 
tioner. The  herbal  shampoo  with  the 
herbal  conditioner  which  would  normally 
sell  for  £1-20  will  be  offered  at  £0-90. 
Both  the  lemon  and  rosemary  shampoos 
with  the  conditioner  will  be  offered  at 
£0  70  instead  of  £103.  The  savings  apply 
to  the  50cc  sizes  only. 

Raspberry  Dextrosol 

Dextrosol  glucose  tablets  from  CPC  (UK) 
Ltd,  Claygate  House,  Esher,  Surrey,  are 
now  available  in  raspberry  flavour  as  well 
as  natural  and  orange. 

Car  fun  book  free 

Display  material  for  Joy  Rides  carries 
leaflets  offering  the  free  "Family  book  of 
car  fun"  from  Stafford-Miller  Ltd,  166 
Great  North  Road,  Hatfield,  Herts. 

Inecto  colour  creme 

Rapidol  Ltd,  PO  Box  685,  Hanwell, 
London  W7,  are  advertising  Inecto  colour 
creme,  permanent  hair  colouring,  in  a 
wide  range  of  national  newspapers  from 
now  until  the  end  of  July.  The  advertise- 
ments, which  are  aimed  at  the  "grey  hair" 
market,  invite  readers  to  apply  to  the 
Inecto  advice  bureau  for  free  advice  on 
shade  selection. 

Rapport  advertised 

Max  Factor  Ltd,  16  Old  Bond  Street, 
London  Wl,  are  putting  £1  million  behind 
the  launch  of  their  new  fragrance, 
Rapport  (C&D,  April  30,  p594).  The  pic- 
ture in  the  Press  advertisements  was  shot 
by  Jim  Lee  and  is  described  as  showing  a 
happy,  lighthearted  moment  of  rapport 
between  a  young  woman  and  her  man.  It 
bears  the  message,  "Rapport.  They've  got 
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it.  She  wears  it."  The  same  couple  are 
featured  in  the  television  commercial  that 
will  go  out  in  a  three  week  campaign 
beginning  on  July  4.  The  Rapport  song 
featured  in  the  television  commercial  will 
also  be  used  in  the  radio  advertisements 
which  start  on  Radio  Luxembourg  on 
June  6  and  will  be  extended  to  Capital, 
Piccadilly  and  Clyde  in  July.  Point  of  sale 
material  will  be  available. 

Sweetex  sponsor  sport 

Crookes  Anestan  Ltd,  PO  Box  94,  1  Thane 
Road  West,  Nottingham  NG2  3AA,  have 
entered  Sweetex  in  the  field  of  sports 
sponsorship.  They  will  be  sponsoring  the 
Sweetex  Premiere  Event  at  the  Devon 
County  Show,  Exeter,  on  May  21.  This  is 
the  final  event  of  a  three-day  show-jumping 
programme  and  entry  is  only  open  to 
winners  of  the  previous  events.  The  total 
prize  fund  is  £1,000  and  the  prizes  are 
being  presented  on  behalf  of  Sweetex  by 
Anita  Harris  who  appears  in  the  product's 
television  commercials. 

Numark  savings,  Nusoft  belts 

The  next  Numark  promotion  from  Inde- 
pendent Chemists  Marketing  Ltd,  51  Bore- 
ham  Road,  Warminster,  Wilts  BA12  9JU, 
will  run  in-store  from  May  30  to  June  1 1 
and  its  theme  will  be  "Silver  savings".  It 
is  the  first  two-tiered  national  promotion 
from  Numark  and  will  be  split  into  two 
categories,  major  lines  and  supplementary 
lines.  The  major  lines  which  will  be  given 
national  support  in  the  Press  and  with 
point  of  sale  material  include  Denclen 
liquid  denture  cleaner,  Kleenex  for  Men, 
Band-aid  plasters,  Tender  Touch  and 
Tender  Touch  pleat  and  puffs,  liquid 
Radox  20  per  cent  extra  free  pack,  Brut 
33  Ultra-dry  antiperspirant  spray  and 
Dettol.  Supplementary  lines  which  will  be 
backed  by  point  of  sale  material  only  are 
Mr  Bump  and  friends  washable  dressing 
strip,  Kotex  sylphs,  Imperial  Leather  tal- 
cum powder,  Johnsons  baby  lotion,  Wil- 
kinson bonded  blades,  Colgate  dental 
cream  and  Palmolive  shave  cream  tubes. 
Optional  extras  include  Eno  Fruit  Salt, 
Diocalm,  Milk  of  Magnesia,  Aspro  Clear 
and  Valderma  antiseptic  cream.  Local 
Numark  wholesalers  will  also  be  offering 
specially  promoted  items  to  their  members 
which  vary  from  franchise  to  franchise. 

ICML  are  also  relaunching  their  range 
of  four  sanitary  belts  under  the  name  of 
Nusoft.  The  individually  boxed  belts  will 
reach  the  retailer  in  matching  counter 
display  outers  of  one  dozen.  The  range 
will  suit  most  requirements  with  two  of 
the  belts  being  adjustable  and  two,  stretch. 
Prices  range  from  £0  22^  to  £0-27y. 

Jubilee  holiday  closings 

The  following  have  announced  their  inten- 
tion to  close  from  Monday  June  6  to  I 
Friday  June  10  inclusive:  Walter  Kidde 
Co  Ltd,  Belvue  Road,  Northolt,  Middlesex 
UB5  5QW;  William  Ransom  &  Son  Ltd, 
Hitchin,  Herts. 

Bonus  offers 

Fennings  Pharmaceuticals,  6  Church 
Street,  Ashton-under-Lyne,  Lanes.  Soluble 
junior  aspirin  (25  tablets  in  child  resistant 
containers),  14  as  12  on  orders  received 
June  1-30,  wholesaler  or  direct. 
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When  eating  is  a  misery,  cold  sores  or  mouth  ulcers  are 
often  the  culprits.  Bonjela  is  the  ideal  treatment  for  mouth  soreness. 

It  contains  Choline  Salicylate  a  powerful,  fast  acting  analgesic 
that  soothes  away  pain.  It  also  contains  Cetalkonium  Chloride  a 
wide  spectrum  antiseptic.  As  well  as  reducing  any  secondary 
infection,  Cetalkonium  Chloride  lowers  surface  tension 
allowing  the  analgesic  quicker  access  to  the  painful  mucosa. 

In  most  cases,  Bonjela  soothes  away  pain  in  1  -3 
minutes  and  the  relief  lasts  for 
up  to  3  hours. 

That's  why  we  call  it 


The 
3-minuie 
smile  i 


Further  information  isavailable  from: -Lloyds  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd. 
A  member  of  Reckitt  SfColmah  Pharmaceutical  Division,  Hull. 


Product  Licence  No:  0107/5002 .  j 
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We're  number  one. 

If  you'd  like  to  put  some  extra  pounds  on 
your  profits  this  summer,  now's  the  time  to  stock 
up  with  New  Sweetex.  Here's  why. 

S  weetex  dominates  the  artificial  sweetener 
market  with  over  40%  of  sales  through  chemists. 
In  1976  that  market  was  worth  over  £7  million 
at  retail  value. 


Exciting  newTV 

Of  all  artificial 
sweeteners  Sweetex  is  the 
only  substantial  user  of  \ 
TV.  And  to  stimulate 
sales  even  further,  Sweetex 
is  about  to  be  relaunched 
with  a  brand-new,  exciting 
TV  commercial  featuring  Anita  Harris. 


pounds  this  summer. 


New  Sweetex. 

Sweetex  was  big  in  1976.  New  Sweetex, 
specially  improved  to  appeal  to  your  customers 
even  more,  could  well  be  even  bigger.  Especially 
when  you  consider  that  over  8/2  million  men  and 
women  say  they  are  trying  to  slim. 

New  Press  and  EO.S, 

Needless  to  say,  the  TV  commercial  will 
be  backed  by  heavyweight  advertising  in  women's 
press  and  by  point-of-sale 
material.  So  stock  up  now 
with  New  Sweetex  and 
watch  those  extra  pounds 
mount  up.  After  all, 
what  have  you  got  to  lose? 

New  Sweetex- 
the  small  product  that  yields  a  big  profit. 
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TOP  OF 
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SANGERS/ALBERTO  JOP  OF  THE  PROFITS! 

EXTRA  SPECIAL  LOW  PRICES  AND  QUANTITY  DISCOUNTS! 


ALBERTO 
8ALSAM 


ALBERTO 
BALSAM 
SHAMPOO 
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ALBERTO 
BALSAM 
SHAMPOO 


PACK 

NORMAL 
PRICE 

SANGERS 
SPECIAL 
PRICE 

NORMAL 
RSP 

SUGGESTED 
RSP 

ALBERTO  BALSAM  SHAMPOO 

75cc 

12 

2.21 

1.39 

27p 

15p 

Normal,  Dry,  Greasy 

125cc 

12 

3.27 

2.60 

40p 

29p 

ALBERTO  V05  SHAMPOO 

90cc 

12 

2.21 

1.39 

27p 

15p 

155cc 

12 

3.27 

2.60 

40  p 

29p 

ALBERTO  GET  SET  HAIRSPRAY 

300gm 

12 

4.98 

4.22 

64p 

47p 

ALBERTO  BALSAM  CONDITIONER 

90cc 

12 

3.67 

3.01 

49p 

34p 

ALBERTO  V05  CONDITIONER 

90cc 

12 

3.67 

3.01 

49p 

34p 

ALBERTO  V05  HOT  OIL 

2  T/M 

6 

2.71 

2-18 

75p 

49p 

CONDITIONING  TREATMENT 

4T/M 

6 

4.87 

4.15 

1.35p 

94p 

ALBERTO  2  IN  1  QUICKSET 

80gm 

12 

3.67 

2.55 

49p 

29p 

FREE  WINDOW  BILLS  —  Details  from  Sangers. 

Prices  apply  May/June  1977  —  subject  to  availability. 


Extra  5%  discount  for  10  dozen  orders.      Extra  7i%  discount  for  15 
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Diagnosis  and  therapy  for  the  retail  pharmacist — 4 


Arthritis 

by  Professor  Peter  A.  Parish,  MD,  FRCGP,  professor  of  clinical  pharmacy, 
School  of  Pharmacy,  UWIST,  Cardiff 


Is  a  general  term  used  to  describe  inflam- 
matory and  /or  degenerative  disorders  of 
the  joints. 

Rheumatism  is  a  more  vague  term  and 
:overs  a  wide  variety  of  disorders  affect- 
ing joints,  muscles,  ligaments,  tendons  and 
bursae.  The  blanket  term  "rheumatic  dis- 
arders"  is  usually  applied  to  both  arthritic 
ind  rheumatic  disorders  and  the  classifica- 
:ion  is  complex.  Briefly,  they  include  poly- 
irthritis  of  unknown  cause  (eg  rheumatoid 
arthritis,  ankylosing  spondylitis,  psoriatic 
arthritis);  acquired  disorders  of  connective 
tissue  (eg  systemic  lupus  erythematosus) ; 
rheumatic  fever;  degenerative  joint  dis- 
Drders  (eg  osteoarthritis) ;  nonarticular 
rheumatism  (eg  fibrositis,  bursitis,  disc 
lesions,  tendonitis);  disorders  in  which 
irthritis  is  frequently  present  (eg  sarcoido- 
;is,  ulcerative  colitis);  arthritis  produced 
oy  known  infections  (eg  gonococcal  arthri- 
:is) ;  traumatic  arthritis ;  neurogenic  arthri- 
is  (eg  Charcot's  joint);  arthritis  of  bio- 
chemical origin  (eg  gout) ;  and  arthritis 
iue  to  allergy  (eg  drug  reaction). 

The  most  common  arthritic  disorders 
ire  osteoarthritis  and  rheumatoid  arthritis. 

Osteoarthritis 

\  degenerative  joint  disease  characterised 
by  damage  to  the  cartilage  with  over- 
growth of  the  underlying  bone  and  over- 
growth of  the  cartilage  at  the  margin  of 
he  joint.  This  turns  into  bone  (osteo- 
)hytes)  and  produces  the  characteristic 
'nobbly"  joints. 

Aetiology  Ageing,  obesity,  injury.  Women 

ire  affected  more  than  men. 

iymptoms  and  signs    Pain  (usually  after 

:xercise),  muscle  spasms,  effusion  into  the 

oint   producing   swelling   and  structural 

leformity. 

nvestigations  X-ray  shows  osteophytes, 
leformity  and  loss  of  joint  space. 
Treatment  The  management  of  degenera- 
ive  joint  disease  is  highly  varied  and 
lepends  upon  which  joints  are  affected 
ind  upon  many  other  factors.  The  impor- 
ant  point  is  for  the  patient  to  know  that 
he  disability  can  be  minimised  by  appro- 
mate  therapy.  This  includes  general  meas- 
ires  which  are  aimed  at  reducing  pressures 
eg  weight  bearing)  on  the  affected  joint 
nd  making  sure  that  the  joint  does  not 
^iffen  up  too  much  or  go  out  of  shape, 
"his  requires  weight  reduction,  advice  and 
jhysiotherapy  in  order  to  prevent  muscles 
/asting,  and  use  of  a  walking  stick. 
hugs — no  drug  has  been  shown  to  retard 
ne  development  and  progression  of 
egenerative  joint  disease.  If  pain  is  a 
roblem  soluble  aspirin  is  the  drug  of 
hoice.  Phenylbutazone,  indomethacin  and 
luiprofen  are  alternatives  but  see  discus- 
ion  under  treatment  of  rheumatoid 
rthritis. 

urgery — is   appropriate   for   the  patient 


with  severe,  disabling  and  painful  osteo- 
arthritis of  the  hip  or  knee. 

Rheumatoid  arthritis 

Considered  to  be  an  immune  disorder  of 
unknown  cause,  it  affects  women  more 
than  men  and  the  usual  age  of  onset  is 
between  25  and  55  years.  Onset  may  be 
abrupt  or  insidious. 

Symptoms  and  signs  A  peripheral  poly- 
arthritis which  characteristically  affects 
joints  symmetrically — the  small  proximal 
joints  of  the  hands,  the  wrists,  elbows, 
knees  and  ankles.  The  cervical  spine  may 
be  affected  and  rarely  the  shoulders  and 
hips.  The  disorder  may  affect  many  joints 
or  remain  fixed  in  one  joint. 

Affected  joints  are  painful,  swollen, 
tender  and  hot.  Muscles  moving  the  joints 
waste  and  dislocation  may  occur  produ- 
cing deformity  (eg  the  fingers  become 
flexed  and  reverted  to  the  ulna  side  of  the 
hand).  Associated  with  the  arthritis 
patients  may  develop  subcutaneous  rheu- 
matic nodules  around  sites  of  trauma, 
anaemia,  poor  circulation,  arteritis,  peri- 
pheral neuropathy,  and  various  systemic 
disorders. 

Investigations  Anaemia  and  a  raised  ESR 
are  common  but  there  is  no  specific  test 
for  rheumatoid  arthritis.  Non  specific  anti- 
bodies (rheumatic  factors)  can  be  demon- 
strated in  60  per  cent  of  cases  and  in  all 
patients  who  have  rheumatic  nodules.  X- 
rays  show  soft  tissue  swellings  around  the 
joints  and  as  the  disease  progresses  ero- 
sions, deformities  and  loss  of  joint  space 
become  evident. 

A  juvenile  type  of  rheumatoid  arthritis 
(Still's  disease)  in  children  can  attack 
larger  joints  affecting  bone  growth.  It  is 
often  associated  with  splenomegaly  and 
enlarged  lymph  glands.  75-80  per  cent  of 
children  affected  with  Still's  disease  under- 
go spontaneous  remission. 
Treatment  General — rest,  a  well  balanced 
diet,  correction  of  any  anaemia,  vitamin 
supplements,  immobilisation  in  the  acute 
phase  and  warmth.  The  great  risks  are 
joint  fixation  and  muscle  wasting  and 
therefore  physiotherapy  is  always  needed. 
Injection  of  hydrocortisone  into  the 
affected  joint  may  produce  relief  but 
repeated  use  leads  to  destruction  of  the 
joint.  Deformities  may  require  surgery — 
synovectomy  and  insertion  of  plastic  joints. 
Drugs — treatment  depends  upon  the  sever- 
ity, extent  and  progress  of  the  disorder. 
Soluble  aspirin  is  the  first  drug  of  choice 
taken  in  divided  doses  of  4  to  6g  daily 
taken  at  meal  times  and  at  bed  time.  Other 
anti-inflammatory  drugs  include  indometh- 
acin (25mg  daily  increasing  to  25mg  three 
times  daily  with  meals  or  lOOmg  supposi- 
tory at  night) ;  ibuprofen  (200  to  400mg 
three  times  daily  with  meals)  and  other 
related  drugs  eg  ketoprofen,  naproxen  and 
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fenoprofcn;  mefenamic  acid  (0-5  to  lg 
daily,  divided  into  doses  with  meals);  and 
phenylbutazone  (200  to  400mg  daily  in 
divided  doses  with  meals,  or  as  a  250mg 
suppository  once  or  twice  daily). 
Warning — all  oral  preparations  of  these 
drugs  should  be  taken  with  meals,  they 
can  all  irritate  the  gastric  mucosa  and 
produce  ulceration  and  bleeding.  Any 
treatment  is  a  balance  between  the  desired 
anti-inflammatory  effects  and  known  risks. 
In  addition  to  these  common  adverse 
effects  phenylbutazone  may  produce  blood 
dyscrasias,  rashes  and  sodium  and  water 
retention. 

Corticosteroids  are  very  effective  in  reliev- 
ing symptoms  of  rheumatoid  arthritis  but 
their  withdrawal  is  usually  followed  by 
relapse.  A  low  dose  (eg  prednisolone  5mg 
at  night)  may  aid  maintenance  of  joint 
function.  These  drugs  do  not'  correct  or 
change  the  underlying  process  and  their 
long  term  use  is  complicated  by  the 
adverse  effect  they  produce. 
Gold  may  be  given  along  with  aspirin  or 
corticosteroids.  A  water  soluble  compound 
is  used  (eg  sodium  aurothiomalate)  by 
intramuscular  injection  starting  with  a  test 
dose  of  lOmg  and  then  a  total  dose  for 
the  course  of  lg,  given  in  divided  injec- 
tions of  50mg  weekly.  Adverse  effects 
from  gold  include  skin  rashes,  blood  dys- 
crasias and  kidney  damage.  An  early 
warning  sign  is  itching  of  the  skin ;  if  this 
occurs  gold  should  be  discontinued  for  at 
least  three  months.  The  urine  should  be 
tested  for  protein  before  each  injection 
and  repeated  blood  counts  should  be 
carried  out. 

Chloroquihe  may  be  useful  for  some 
patients  but  long  continued  use  may  cause 
retinal  damage,  opacities  of  the  cornea, 
liver  damage,  gastrointestinal  symptoms, 
skin  rashes  and  depigmentation  of  hair. 
High  doses  are  used — 120  to  900mg  daily 
in  divided  doses. 

Penicillamine  may  be  useful  in  selected 
cases,  starting  with  an  oral  dose  of  250mg 
and  increasing  to  a  maximum  daily  dose 
of  1  •  5g.  Adverse  effects  can  be  serious 
and  include  kidney  damage,  depression  of 
the  bone  marrow  and  a  systemic  lupus 
erythematosus-like  disorder. 
You  should  learn  about  the  commonly 
used  drugs — aspirin,  phenylbutazone,  indo- 
methacin, ibuprofen  and  prednisolone. 
Learn  their  effects,  adverse  effects  and 
interactions. 


Pesticide  common  names 

The  following  draft  common  names  for 
pesticides  are  being  circulated  for  pre- 
liminary inquiry  and  to  ascertain  whether 
they  would  be  acceptable  as  British  Stan- 
dard common  names.  Comments  should  be 
addressed  to  the  committee  secretary,  Mr 
M.  J.  Pater,  British  Standards  Institution. 
2  Park  Street,  London  W1A  2BS,  before 
June  30. 

Dichlobenz-methyl  (methyl  2-[4-(2,4-di- 
chlorobenzyl)  =  phenoxy]propionate) ;  fam- 
oxacarb  (l-isopropylcarbamoyl  =  ethyl  3- 
chloro  =  phenylcarbamate) ;  flamprop-iso- 
propyl-levo  or  flamprop-levo-isopropyl  or 
levo-flamprop-isopropyl  (isopropyl  ( — )-2- 
N-(3  -  chloro-4-fluorophenyl)  benzamido  = 
propionate  or  isopropyl  ( — )-2-N-benzoyl- 
3-chloro-4-fluoro  =  anilino)propionate) ;  me- 
piquat  (1,1-dimethylpiperidinium  ion). 


POLAROID  (UK)  LIMITED 
SUNGLASS  DISTRIBUTORS  1977 


ARGYLE  RUBBER  CO.  LTD.  041-881-2304 

,  West  Hurlet  House,  Nitshill,  Glasgow  SW. 

*BLEASDALE  LIMITED  0904-22196 

23  Colliergate.York. 

D.  J.  BRITTON  (BRISTOL)  LTD.  0272-553414 

6-8  Roman  Road,  Easton,  Bristol.  .  " 

E.  H.BUTLER  &  SON  LTD.  0532-51711 

.  Box  55,  Morris  Road,  Knighton  Field  Trading  Estate,  Leicester. 

W.  A.CROFTON  01-3491691 

Cornwall  Works, Cornwall  Avenue,  London  N3. 

E.  DAVIDS  &  CO.  LTD.  01-226  2446 

•    378  Essex  Road,  Islington,  London  Nl. 

*H.B.  DORLING  LTD.  0322-28700 

Unit  E,  Dartford  Industrial  Estate.Hawley  Road,  Dartford. 

FERN  AN  SUNDRIES  LTD.  STIRLING  61273 

Cunningham  Road.Springkerse  Estate,  Stirling,  Scotland. 

HERBERT  FERRYMAN  LTD.  0703-555641 

O.T.G.Supplies,The  Lyric, Cobden  Bridge,  Southampton. 

HAYARDS  OF  SKEGNESS  SKEGNESS  5384 

Drummond  Road,  Skegness,  Lines. 

HILLS  PHARMACEUTICALS  LTD.  0282-25932 

Talbot  Street,  Briercliffe,  Burnley. 

'  LONDON  WILLIAMSON  LTD.  01-253  0455 

32a-37  Cowper  Street,  London  EC2. 

RALPH  MILLNER  LTD.  0204-791104 

M/Way  House,  Devonshire  Road, 

Worsley  Road  Trading  Estate,  Walkden,  Manchester. 

GEORGE  MITCHELL  &  CO.  0632-36271 

80  Elswick  Road,  Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 

PAUL  MURRAY  LTD.  04215-68445 

Speedwell  Close, Chandlers  Ford  Industrial  Estate,  Eastleigh,  Hants 

VERNON  POWELL  LIMITED  01-681 6761 

Verona  House, 54 Selsdon  Road, S.Croydon, Surrey. 


0904-22196 
0272-553414 


0532-51711 


0282-25932 
01-253  0455 


HENRY  RAIS  LIMITED  WHITBURN  43053  1 

Fairmont,  West  Main  Street,  Whitburn,  Midlothian. 

HENRY  REEVES  &  SONS  LTD.  0603-408275 

Hurricane  Way,  Airport  Industrial  Estate,  Norwich  NR6  6HA. 

D.E.  RICHES  0708-44155 

29-31  Malvern  Road,  Hornchurch,  Essex. 

RIDLEY  LIMITED  0228-24121  J 

Nicholson  House,  Box  25,  Burgh  Road,Carlisle,Cumberland. 

L.  ROWLAND  &  CO.  LTD.  WREXHAM  51581  5 

Dolydd  Road,  Wrexham,  Denbighshire,  N.Wales. 

RUSCO  LIMITED  046289-334!* 

Whitehorse  Street,  Baldock,  Herts. 

SOUTHALL  PHOTOGRAPHICS  LTD.  021-622-2444 

Priory  House,  Gooch  Street  North,  Birmingham  5. 

SUNAYDSLTD.  051-236-9096  « 

86  Vauxhall  Road,  Liverpool. 

SUPERVITE  (LONDON)  LTD.      ST.  ALBANS  55156 

2nd  Floor,  Unit  5,23  Lattimore  Road, St.  Albans. 

UNICHEM  LTD:  jB 

24  Marshgreen  Road, 

Marsh  Barton  Industrial  Estate, Exeter,  Devon.      0 392-5055c 


1  Howarth  Place,  Leeds  LS7  1EG. 


0532-33441 


Grange  Road,  Houston  Industrial  Estate,    •     .  ^  _ 

Livingstone,  West  Lothian.  LIVINGSTONE  34211 

i  ill 

145  Acton  Lane,  London  NW10.  01" 965  8755 


0204-791104      Vulcan  Works,  Vulcan  Way,  New  Addington,  Surrey.  01-644  2345 


Pool  Road,  Nuneaton,  Warks. 

Ribble  Bank  Mills, 

Bow  Lane,  Preston,  Lanes,  PR1  8LS. 


181-183  Rutland  Road,  Sheffield,  S3  9QW. 

Meadow  Street,  (Off  Gors  Road), 
Townhill,  Swansea  SA1 6RZ. 


0682-329011 

n 

0772-22051 
0742-731291  k 
0792-582591  M 
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Unit  3,  Howden  Green  Industrial  Estate, 
Wallsend,  Tyne  &  Wear. 

YESTRIC  LTD: 

Whitemyers  Avenue,  Mastrick,  Aberdeen. 
6  Brett  Drive,  Bexhill-on-Sea, Sussex. 


0632-622241 
0224-41261 


0424-220118 


(Gibbs  Branch),  31-34  Portland  Square,  Bristol  2.  0272-425831 


(Rowland  James  Branch), 
3  Dyf  rig  Road,  Ely,  Cardiff. 

Macadam  Place, 

Dryburgh  Industrial  Estate,  Dundee. 

Block4Donni  Bristle  Industrial  Estate, 
Dunfermline,  Fife. 


4B  Milton  Street,  Abbey  Hill,  Edinburgh. 


0222-564822 
0382-89221 
03834-3411 

031-556-8281 


P.O.  Box  21,  Lockf  ield  Avenue,  Enfield,  Middx.       01" 804  2499 


P.O.  Box  3,  Cray  Road,  Foots  Cray,  Kent. 


Lobley  Hill  Road,  Gateshead, Tyne  &  Wear. 


01-300  1091 


(Hatricks  Branch),  Alma  Street,  Glasgow.  04|-554"8566 
(Apothecaries),  257  Drakemere  Drive,  Glasgow.  041-634-1151 
P.O.  Box  1,88  Bury  New  Road,  Heywood,  Lanes.  0706'6993l 


Stoneferry  Road,  Hull,  Yorkshire. 


0482-24781 


PO.  BOX  14,  mmmmM 

Stallings  Lane,  Kingswinford,  Staffordshire.  03844-3366 


Bruntcliffe  Lane,  Morley,  Leeds. 


Shaw  Road,  Speke,  Liverpool. 


0532-537131 


051-486-2161 


Triumph  Road,  Lenton,  Nottingham. 


(Gibbs),  Manor  Avenue,  Paignton,  Devon. 


Fletcher  Road,  Preston,  Lanes. 
(Bradley  &  Bliss), 

81  Bridgewater  Close,  Reading,  Berkshire. 


Stonefield  Way,  Ruislip,  Middx. 

Sandwich  Industrial  Estate, 
Ramsgate  Road,  Sandwich,  Kent. 


P.O.  Box  10,  Fitzwalter  Road,  Sheffield  2. 


Brinksway  Road,  Stockport,  Cheshire. 


0803-58531 
0772-57182 

0734-582661 
01-845  2323 

030-36-3416 


0742-77661 


061-480-4911 


(Rowland  James  Branch),  135  Gors  Road,  Swansea.  0792-53271 

WILLIAMSON  &  SON  LTD.  020-95-21511 

1  Higher  Fore  Street,  Redruth, Cornwall. 


0632-605181      CHANNEL  ISLES 


DAVENPORT  &  MANNEY  LTD. 

3-6  Spring  Side,  Trinity,  Jersey. 


CENTRAL  61268 


N.  IRELAND 

S.  HAYDOCK  LIMITED  0232-744281 

Jenneymount  Estate,  19-25  North  Derby  St.,  York  Road,  Belfast  15. 

YESTRIC  LTD.  AW 

Prince  Regent  Street,  Belfast,  Northern  Ireland.  Uz3z~5l/4I 


"Optical  only.  'Chemist  only. 
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Pharmaceutical  Society  Statutory  Committee 


'A  kiss  for  a  plastic  spoon' 
pharmacist  not  drunk' 


After  hearing  that  a  pharmacist  had  stolen 
a  kiss  as  the  price  of  a  plastic  medicine 
spoon  and  that  he  had  been  accused  of 
being  under  the  influence  of  alcohol  while 
in  charge  of  a  pharmacy,  the  Pharmaceu- 
tical Society's  Statutory  Committee  decided 
to  take  no  action. 

Mr  James  Morton  Irvine,  Dalbeattie 
Road,  Dumfries,  appeared  before  the 
Committee  last  week.  Mr  Josselyn  Hill, 
representing  the  Society,  said  that  in  Sep- 
tember last  year  Mrs  Catherine  McDonald, 
a  policeman's  wife  of  Bloomfield,  Dum- 
fries, went  into  Mr  Irvine's  pharmacy  in 
the  High  Street,  Dumfries,  to  buy  a  plastic 
spoon  to  feed  her  baby. 

"She  said  Mr  Irvine  took  hold  of  her 
by  the  arm  and  kissed  her,"  said  Mr  Hill. 
"She  noticed  he  smelled  of  drink."  Mrs 
McDonald  complained  to  the  police.  Mr 
Irvine  was  interviewed  and  police  found 
he  was  under  the  influence  of  drink  at  a 
time  when  he  was  in  sole  charge  of  the 
dispensary. 

In  June,  Mr  Irvine  had  been  convicted 
at  Dumfries  magistrates  court  of  speeding 
and  driving  with  excess  alcohol  in  his 
blood.  He  had  been  fined  a  total  of  £70 
and  banned  from  driving  for  a  year,  added 
Mr  Hill.  A  medical  report  from  his  doctor 
stated  that  Mr  Irvine  had  suffered  from 
alcoholism  but  since  February  he  had 
been  a  total  abstainer. 

Mr  Robert  Mackay,  a  Society  inspector, 
said  that  in  a  statement  Mrs  McDonald 
said  she  had  gone  into  the  shop  for  a 
plastic  spoon.  Mr  Irvine  had  given  her 
one,  come  round  the  counter,  taken  hold 
of  her  arms  and  kissed  her  on  the  cheek. 
When  she  had  asked  him  how  much  the 


spoon  was  he  replied:  "That's  all  I  want." 

Former  woman  police  constable  Kath- 
erine  Pollock  told  the  Committee  that 
after  Mrs  McDonald  complained  she  and 
another  officer  went  to  Mr  Irvine's  shop. 
They  both  felt  "he  was  obviously  under 
the  influence  of  drink".  When  they  arrived 
Mr  Irvine  appeared  to  be  dispensing 
drugs;  he  was  moving  clumsily,  seemed 
to  have  difficulty  in  focusing  his  eyes  and 
smelled  of  alcohol. 

Mr  Irvine  said  he  had  not  been  drunk 
or  under  the  influence  of  drink  on  the  day 
of  the  incident  involving  Mrs  McDonald. 
She  had  come  in  asking  for  a  5ml  medi- 
cine spoon.  When  she  asked  how  much  it 
was  he  had  just  kissed  her  lightly  on  the 
cheek  and  said:  "You  are  such  a  good 
looking  wee  lassie,  that  will  do  me." 

He  had  no  idea  she  would  complain  to 
the  police.  Perhaps  he  did  not  take  life 
seriously  enough,  he  said.  On  that  parti- 
cular day  he  was  suffering  from  an  infec- 
tion in  his  eyes  and  they  were  sore  and 
watery.  That  was  why  he  appeared  clumsy 
and  had  difficulty  in  focusing.  He  said  he 
probably  had  some  cider  with  his  lunch 
and  perhaps  one  whisky. 

When  the  police  called  he  was  not 
making  up  prescriptions  but  had  just  filled 
a  bottle  with  lime  water  for  someone.  On 
the  day  he  was  charged  with  speeding  and 
driving  with  excess  alcohol,  it  was  his 
afternoon  off  so  there  was  no  question  of 
his  being  in  charge  of  the  pharmacy.  The 
club  master  of  his  golf  club  had  been 
leaving  on  that  day  and  had  bought  him 
two  whiskies.  Since  February  he  had  had 
only  one  alcoholic  drink,  he  said. 

Committee  chairman,  Sir  Gordon  Will- 
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mer,  said  that  they  were  going  to  take  an 
unusual  course  in  this  case  and  take  no 
action  against  Mr  Irvine.  "But  it  is  only 
right  to  remind  you  to  heed  this  case  as  a 
warning  that  you  should  take  the  utmost 
care  in  future  to  keep  away  from  any  sort 
of  suspicion  you  have  started  indulging  in 
alcohol  again,"  Sir  Gordon  said. 

The  Committee  had  taken  this  course 
not  because  it  was  satisfied  there  was  no 
substance  in  what  had  been  said  but 
because  of  all  the  circumstances  in  the 
case.  One  of  the  allegations  against  Mr 
Irvine,  the  driving  offence,  had  nothing  to 
do  with  pharmacy. 

The  other  involved  an  episode  in  his 
shop  when  he  was  said  to  have  been  guilty 
of  rather  forward  conduct  with  Mrs 
McDonald  and  it  was  claimed  by  police 
witnesses  that  he  was  apparently  under 
the  influence  of  alcohol.  "I  know  you  deny 
that  but  we  can't  help  feeling  that  there  is 
some  substance,"  added  Sir  Gordon.  He 
said  the  Committee  had  taken  into  con- 
sideration that  Mr  Irvine  had  been 
brought  down  from  Scotland  to  London 
to  face  the  charges  and  that  had  caused 
Mr  Irvine  some  anxiety. 

Reprimand  after  Drinamyl  possession 

After  admitting  that  he  had  been  taking 
up  to  11  amphetamine  tablets  a  day  Mr 
James  Henry  Hoyle,  Booth  Road,  Stack 
steads,  was  reprimanded  by  the  Committee. 

Mr  Hill  said  Mr  Hoyle  was  fined  £400 
at  Rawtenstall  Magistrates  Court  last  July 
after  pleading  guilty  to  the  unlawful 
possession  of  3,100  Drinamyl  tablets  and 
failing  to  record  supplies  of  amphetamines 
in  the  Controlled  Drugs  register  at  his1 
pharmacy. 

Det  Sgt  James  Oldcorn,  of  the  drugs 
squad,  said  a  Home  Office  inspector  had 
checked  the  register  at  Mr  Hoyle's  phar- 
macy, Newchurch  Road,  Stacksteads,  last 
May  and  found  discrepancies.  Mr  Hoyle 
admitted  ordering  Drinamyl  tablets  for  his 
own  use  and  not  recording  them. 

Sgt  Oldcorn  said  that  when  asked  about 
3,100  tablets  supplied  to  the  pharmacy  by 
a  wholesaler  but  not  recorded  in  the  book, 
Mr  Hoyle  replied :  "That  would  be  about 
right.  I  will  have  taken  them  all  myself. 
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Hay  fever  protection  that 
chemists  don't  sneeze  at 

Every  pocket-pack  of  'Histryl'  offers  your 
customers  rapid  relief  and  sustained 
protection  from  hay  fever  symptoms. 

The  'Histryl'  seasonal  offer : 

Low  Outlay  Only  £4.00  per  outer  of  1 2  charged  as  1 0  (excluding  VAT) 
High  Profit  Retail  price  of  65p  (including  VAT)  per  pocket-pack 
means  a  profit  of  £3.1 1{  per  outer. 

Available  from  your  usual  wholesaler. 


'Histryl'  and  'Spansule' 
are  trademarks 


Smith  Kline  &  French  Laboratories  Limited, 

Welwyn  Garden  City,  Hertfordshire  AL7  1  EY. 
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I  was  taking  about  ll  a  day."  Mr  Hoyle 
told  Sgt  Oldcorn  he  had  been  taking  the 
tablets  for  stress  due  to  business  worries 
arising  from  the  transfer  of  two  surgeries 
from  Stacksteads  to  Bacup  health  centre. 

Mr  Hoyle  said  he  did  not  feel  that  his 
ability  to  run  a  pharmacy  was  affected  in 
any  way  whatsoever  by  taking  the  Drina- 
myl.  He  stopped  taking  it  of  his  own 
volition  in  February  last  year;  three 
months  before  the  Home  Office  inspector's 
visit.  Mr  Hoyle  said  he  had  run  his  present 
pharmacy  for  the  past  27  years,  he  was  a 
founder-member  of  the  local  Round  Table 
and  had  been  organist  and  choir  master 
of  the  local  church  for  20  years. 

Sir  Gordon  said:  "It  is  a  sad  state  of 
affairs  when  one  finds  a  pharmacist  who 
has  abused  his  position  by  taking  poten- 
tially addictive  drugs  for  himself."  It  was 
remarkable  that  after  taking  as  many  as 

II  tablets  a  day,  Mr  Hoyle  had  been  able 
to  stop  straightaway,  he  added.  He  had 
now  not  taken  the  drug  for  more  than  a 
year  and  there  was  no  evidence  that  his 
ability  to  carry  out  his  duties  as  a  phar- 
macist had  suffered  when  he  was  doing  so, 
the  Committee  decided. 

Fell  down  on  obligations 

A  Finchley  pharmacist  fell  down  on  his 
obligations  as  superintendent  of  a  phar- 
macy in  Hampstead  where  drug  offences 
were  committed,  the  Committee  decided. 
They  administered  a  reprimand  to  Mr 
Maurice  Goldhill,  of  Chalgrove  Gardens, 
Finchley,  and  his  company,  Goldhill 
(Chemists)  Ltd,  of  which  he  is  director 
and  superintendent  pharmacist.  But  they 
decided  to  take  no  action  against  the 
manager,  Mr  Morris  Reich,  of  St  Mary's 
Avenue,  Finchley,  who  committed 
breaches  of  the  Misuse  of  Drugs  Act, 
1971,  at  the  company's  shop  in  West  End 
Lane,  Hampstead. 

Mr  Reich  was  conditionally  discharged 
for  one  year  at  a  Hampstead  court  last 
September  when  he  pleaded  guilty  to 
three  offences  of  failing  to  enter  Con- 
trolled Drugs  in  the  register  and  three  of 
failing  to  date  prescriptions,  and  asked  for 
146  similar  offences  to  be  taken  into 
consideration. 

Last  week  the  chairman  said  it  was  a 
busy  pharmacy  and  work  at  times  got  on 
top  of  Mr  Reich  who  could  not  get  round 
to  making  up  his  records.  The  Committee 
shared  Mr  Goldhill's  view  that  Mr  Reich 
was  a  very  dedicated  pharmacist  and  an 
extremely  conscientious  man.  They  would 
take  the  same  lenient  view  as  the  magis- 
trates and  take  no  action  unless  there  was 
anything  further  against  him  during  the 
remainder  of  his  period  of  conditional 
discharge.  But  Sir  Gordon  said  the 
Committee  could  not  overlook  the  short- 
comings in  the  superintendence  of  the 
[pharmacy.  In  their  view  Mr  Goldhill  was 
"falling  down  on  his  obligations  as  super- 
intendent". 

Mr  Reich  told  the  Committee  that  he 
was  the  victim  of  his  own  zeal.  It  was  his 
first  managerial  position  and  there  were  a 
few  addicts  with  problems.  Clinics  asked 
him  to  take  more  addicts  because  they 
could  not  find  pharmacies  to  dispense  for 
them.  A  pharmacy  did  not  have  to  accept 
addicts,  he  said,  "but  I  did  not  have  the 
heart  to  refuse  them".  He  accepted  the 
additional  burden  as  a  moral  obligation. 
"I  realise  my  mistake  was  accepting  too 


many  addicts  and  shouldering  a  heavy 
burden  which  proved  too  much."  Mr 
Reich  assured  the  Committee  that  "the 
house  has  now  been  put  in  order". 

A  former  Thornbury  pharmacist,  under 
a  suspended  sentence  for  theft,  was 
warned  by  the  Committee  not  to  apply 
for  restoration  to  the  Register  until  the 
period  of  the  suspended  sentence  had 
elapsed.  He  was  Mr  John  Lionel  Watkins, 
Hoyles  Flats,  Cleveleys,  Blackpool,  Lanes, 
formerly  of  Long  Street,  Wotton-under- 
Edge,  Gloucester. 

Mr  Hill  said  Mr  Watkins  had  pleaded 
guilty  at  Thornbury  Magistrates  Court  in 
June  last  year  to  stealing  £405  from  D. 
Ivel  Rees  Ltd,  while  he  was  manager  of 
their  branch  at  High  Street,  Thornbury. 
He  also  admitted  two  charges  of  falsifying 
accounts  to  cover  the  theft. 

Mr  Watkins  had  been  sentenced  to  six 
months'  imprisonment,  suspended  for  two 
years,  and  ordered  to  pay  £400  compensa- 
tion at  the  rate  of  £4  a  week.  Mr  Hill  said 
since  that  date  Mr  Watkins'  name  had  in 
fact  been  removed  from  the  Register 
because  he  had  not  paid  his  annual  fee. 
He  had  now  applied  to  have  his  name 
restored  but  was  not  at  the  hearing. 

PC  David  Messenger  of  Avon  Constab- 
ulary, told  the  Committee  that  in  February 
last  year  the  Thornbury  branch  of  the 
National  Westminster  Bank  had  contacted 
the  superintendent  pharmacist  of  D.  Ivel 
Rees  to  report  a  discrepancy  in  the  weekly 
cash  sheet.  The  officer  had  interviewed 
Mr  Watkins  who  immediately  admitted  he 
had  falsified  entries  to  cover  thefts. 

Mr  Watkins  had  failed  to  pay  the  com- 
pensation at  £4  a  week,  and  as  a  result  a 


Convicted  pharmacist 

A  former  manager  of  Leicestershire  Co- 
op's pharmacy  at  Thurmaston,  convicted 
of  stealing  money  from  the  till,  could  not 
be  found,  the  Committee  was  told.  All 
efforts  to  trace  36-year-old  Mr  Olayimika 
Somorin,  who  had  lived  at  Vostock  Close, 
Leicester,  had  been  unsuccessful,  said  Mr 
Hill.  The  police  were  under  the  impression 
that  he  might  have  returned  to  his  home- 
land, believed  to  be  Nigeria. 

Mr  Somorin  had  been  called  before  the 
Committee  following  his  conviction  at 
Leicester  last  August  of  stealing  £333  from 
the  Co-operative  Society.  He  was  fined 
£100  and  ordered  to  pay  £200  compensa- 
tion and  costs.  He  had  pleaded  not  guilty. 

Mr  Hill  said  when  Mr  Somorin  went  on 
holiday  last  April  he  left  in  the  till  a 
cheque  for  £200  and  an  IOU  for  £133.241 
which  were  not  met.  The  police  did  not 
find  him  until  June.  Sgt  Thomas  Mardon 
of  Leicester  said  he  had  not  seen  Mr 
Somorin  since  his  court  appearance.  When 
arrested  in  Birmingham  Mr  Somorin  told 
him  he  had  trouble  with  his  common-law 
wife  who  had  gone  back  to  Nigeria,  and 
he  was  trying  to  get  money  in  order  to 
follow  her. 

In  a  statement  Mr  Somorin  said  he  had 
worked  at  the  Thurmaston  branch  as 
pharmacist  and  manager  for  about  one 
and  a  half  years.  He  had  been  taking 
money  out  of  the  till  for  a  number  of 
weeks  and  when  he  found  it  was  over 
£300  short  he  put  in  the  post-dated 
cheque  and  IOU,  hoping  he  would  be 


warrant  had  been  issued  for  his  arrest.  He 
appeared  in  court  and  the  repayment  was 
reduced  to  £1  a  week. 

Sir  Gordon  said  if  Mr  Watkins  wished 
to  be  restored  to  the  Register  he  had  to 
satisfy  the  Committee.  He  ordered  that  a 
transcript  of  the  proceedings  be  sent  to 
Mr  Watkins  with  a  letter  making  it  clear 
that  until  Mr  Watkins  faced  a  hearing 
before  the  Committee  nothing  could  be 
done  to  restore  his  name  to  the  Register. 
The  Committee  was  not  likely  to  allow  an 
application  for  restoration  until  the  end 
of  the  suspension  in  June  1978. 

A  Wood  Green  pharmacist  who  financed 
his  gambling  from  his  employers'  till 
pleaded  for  a  chance  to  prove  he  had 
reformed.  Mr  Peter  Kozary,  who  came  to 
the  UK  as  a  refugee  from  Hungary  in 
1956,  said  he  started  gambling  to  ease 
his  loneliness  when  his  marriage  broke  up 
two  years  ago.  He  appeared  before  the 
Committee  following  a  conviction  for 
stealing  £1,032  last  year  from  the  North 
London  pharmacy  where  he  worked. 

Mr  Kozary,  of  Commerce  Road,  Wood 
Green,  was  sentenced  to  six  months'  im- 
prisonment suspended  for  two  years,  and 
the  Committee  decided  to  postpone  their 
decision  until  after  the  expiration  of  this 
sentence.  Sir  Gordon  Willmer  said:  "He 
claims  he  is  now  cured  of  the  gambling 
disease.  But  it  is  very  difficult  for  a  man 
who  has  once  had  the  disease  to  assure 
other  people  that  he  will  not  be  infected 
by  it  again."  However,  it  was  a  compel- 
ling reason  why  the  Committee  should 
defer  its  decision.  If  the  Committee  dis- 
covered he  had  resumed  his  gambling  they 
would  not  be  so  merciful. 


'disappears' 

able  to  get  money  from  somewhere  to 
meet  them.  He  got  a  better  job  in  Birm- 
ingham, because  he  knew  he  could  not 
pay  any  of  the  money. 

After  being  told  that  Mr  Somorin  had 
not  paid  his  registration  fee,  Sir  Gordon 
ordered  a  transcript  of  the  proceedings  to 
be  retained  until  his  whereabouts  was 
known.  "If  he  does  pay  his  fee  his  address 
will  come  to  light,"  he  added. 

After  hearing  that  a  West  Midlands 
pharmaceutical  wholesaler  had  now  put  its 
house  in  order,  the  Committee  decided  to 
take  no  further  action  in  a  case  concern- 
ing infringements  of  the  positions  rules. 

Before  the  Committee  were  Mr 
Frederick  Arthur  Billington,  of  Bron 
Eirian,  Dyffryn,  Ardudury,  Merioneth- 
shire, chairman  of  F.  A.  Billington 
(Langley)  Ltd,  of  Langley  House,  Park 
Lane,  Oldbury,  and  the  company's  super- 
intendent pharmacist,  Mr  Richard  John 
Buxton,  of  Fugelmere  Close,  Herborne. 
Birmingham.  In  1975  the  company  was 
convicted  of  unlawfully  selling  prepara- 
tions containing  poisons  to  a  Handsworth. 
Birmingham,  sub-postmaster,  and  unlaw- 
fully selling  Contac  400  capsules  to 
Supersave  (Wolverhampton)  Ltd. 

The  case  came  before  the  Committee 
last  year  and  was  adjourned  until  last 
week  when  the  Committee  was  told  the 
companies  had  been  reconstructed  so  that 
the  Supersave  Group  was  completely 
separate  from  the  pharmacy  group,  and 
the  incidents  would  not  recur. 
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Sheffield:  1977 
Conference  city 

by  John  and  Julia  Hatfield,  MsPS,  and  W.  F.  Patterson,  FPS 


"A  Shefeld  thwytel  bar:'  he  in  his  hose, 
Ronde  was  his  face  and  camysea  was  his 
nose." 

So  run  the  lines  of  Chaucer  describing  the 
miller  of  Trumpington  in  the  Reeve's 
Tale,  the  wittle — "thwytel" — being  an  all- 
purpose  knife  carried  by  commoners. 
Chaucer  wrote  the  Canterbury  Tales  at 
the  end  of  the  14th  century  and  although 
there  is  little  evidence  that  the  Sheffield 
cutlery  was  of  national  importance  at  that 
time  it  was  certainly  in  existence.  Now- 
adays the  name  of  Sheffield  is  known 
throughout  the  world  as  being  synony- 
mous with  fine  cutlery,  tools  and  steel. 

Surrounded  by  hills  causing  fast  flowing 
rivers  to  rush  down  into  the  valley, 
Sheffield  was  ideally  situated  for  the  man- 
ufacture of  cutlery.  Raw  materials  were 
near  at  hand — iron  ore,  wood  for  char- 
coal, gritstone — and  the  power  of  the 
rivers  was  harnessed  to  serve  Lie  cutlers. 
Sheffield  and  cutlery  became  completely 
intertwined  and  no  history  of  life  in  the 
town  can  be  recorded  without  continual 
reference  to  th?  Company  of  Cutlers  in 
Hallamshire — the  powerful  body  govern- 
ing the  cutlery  trade  in  and  around 
Sheffield  (ie  Hallamshire)  from  early  in 
the  17th  century. 

A  Cutlers'  Hall  has  stood  on  the  same 
site  since  1637,  the  present  hall  being  built 
in  1832  with  some  more  modern  additions. 
This  hall,  the  scene  of  the  famous  annual 
cutlers'  feast,  is  the  venue  of  our  Confer- 
ence banquet.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that 
the  total  cost  of  the  first  cutlers'  feast  was 
six  shillings! 

Opposite  the  Cutlers'  Hall,  in  Church 
Street,  stands  the  cathedral,  dedicated  to 
St  Peter  and  St  Paul.  A  place  of  worship 
has  been  sited  here  since  Norman  times, 
probably  even  earlier  as  a  Saxon  cross, 
now  in  the  British  Museum,  was  found 
here.    The    oldest    part    of    the  present 


church  dates  back  to  the  15th  century 
with  a  few  stones  from  earlier  churches 
incorporated  in  the  walls.  Many  altera- 
tions and  additions  have  since  been  carried 
out  and  in  1914  the  diocese  of  Sheffield 
vas  created,  giving  the  parish  church  the 
slatus  of  cathedral.  The  modern  chapter 
house  has  scenes  from  Sheffield's  history 
in  its  stained-glass  windows. 

On  the  outskirts  of  the  city  can  be  seen 
Beauchief  Abbey.  This  church,  together 
with  a  monastery,  was  built  in  1170  by 
Robert  Fitzranulph  in  the  hope  that  he 
would  be  exonerated  for  the  part  he  had 
played  in  the  murder  of  Thomas  a  Becket. 
In  another  suburb,  that  of  Dore,  stands  a 
monument  to  King  Ecgbert  of  Wessex.  It 
is  inscribed  "King  Ecgbert  of  Wessex  led 
his  army  to  Dore  in  the  year  AD  829 
against  King  Eanred  of  Northumbria  by 
whose  submission  King  Ecgbert  became 
first  overlord  of  all  England". 

Sheffield  appears  in  the  Domesday  Book 
as  Escafeld — the  open  space  among  woods 
by  the  River  Sheaf — but  the  hamlet  had 
been  founded  several  centuries  previously. 
The  Manor  passed  through  the  possession 
of  numerous  Lords  until,  in  the  mid-15th 
century,  it  came,  by  marriage,  into  the 
family  of  the  Earls  of  Shrewsbury.  It  was 
to  the  sixth  Earl  that  Elizabeth  I  assigned 
the  unenviable  and  exacting  duty  of  super- 
vising the  captivity  of  Mary,  Queen  of 
Scots.  He  brought  his  prisoner  and  nearly 
fourteen  years  of  British  history  to 
Sheffield  in  1570.  Most  of  the  Scottish 
Queen's  time  was  spent  in  Sheffield  Castle 
(now  the  site  of  Castle  Market),  the 
Manor  Lodge  (part  of  which  is  at  present 
being  restored)  or  at  Chatsworth  House 
which  belonged  to  the  Earl's  wife,  Eliza- 
beth— the  celebrated  Bess  of  Hardwick. 
Later,  the  Sheffield  estates  passed,  again 
by  marriage,  to  the  Dukes  of  Norfolk 
whose  family  names  are  perpetuated  in 


Sheffield  University  Arts  Tower,  venue  of 
the  science  sessions 

the  city  by  modern  streets — Norfolk 
Street,  Howard  Street,  Arundel  Gate,  etc. 

Among  the  names  of  Sheffield's  more 
famous  sons  is  that  of  Sir  Francis 
Chantrey,  the  sculptor.  He  settled  in 
London  where  he  was  elected  a  member 
of  the  Royal  Academy  in  1818.  On  his 
death  he  was  brought  back  to  Sheffield 
and  was  buried  at  Norton,  near  to  his 
birthplace.  J^nies  Montgomery  lived  in 
Sheffield  for  most  of  his  life.  He  published 
a  local  newspaper,  the  Sheffield  Iris,  and 
combined  his  talents  in  journalism  with 
hymn  and  poetry  writing.  For  the  last 
twenty-five  years  of  his  life  he  was  chair- 
man of  the  board  of  governors  of  the 
Royal  Infirmary. 

Not  surprisingly  the  city  has  produced 
men  well-known  in  the  steel  and  allied 
industries.  In  1743,  while  repairing  a  knife 
handle,  a  Sheffield  cutler,  Thomas  Boul- 
sover,  made  a  mistake  which  was  to  have 
an  unimagined  effect  on  the  growth  and 
prosperity  of  the  town.  The  handle,  com- 
posed of  copper  and  silver,  was  slightly 
overheated  resulting  in  the  fusion  of  the 
two  metals.  Boulsover  carried  out  further 
experiments  and  realised  that  copper  and 


Below  left,  Tapton  Hall,  Sheffield  University,  one  of  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference  halls  of  residence.  Right,  Cutlers'  Hall 
in  the  city  centre,  where  the  Banquet  will  take  place.  The  Conference  is  being  held  from  September  11-16 
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silver,  when  fused  together,  could  be 
treated  as  one  metal  which  looked  like 
silver  but  was  much  cheaper  to  produce. 
From  small  beginnings  Boulsover's  fused 
plate  was  manufactured  on  a  commercial 
scale  and  a  large  silver  industry  grew  up 
in  Sheffield  as  new  craftsmen  flocked  to 
the  town.  An  assay  office  was  set  up  and 
is  now  one  of  only  three  in  England.  The 
finest  public  collection  of  fused  plate — 
better  known  as  Old  Sheffield  Plate — can 
be  seen  in  the  Sheffield  City  Museum, 
Weston  Park. 

While  Boulsover  was  working  on  his 
discovery,  Benjamin  Huntsman  was  trying 
to  improve  the  temper  of  steel.  A  clock- 
maker  from  Doncaster,  he  had  moved  to 
Sheffield  in  about  1740  and  carried  out 
experiments  to  produce  a  finer  steel  suit- 
able for  his  clock  springs.  He  perfected 
I  his  process  by  completely  melting  the 
steel  in  clay  crucibles  subjected  to  great 
I  heat  by  means  of  coke.  Eventually  this 
crucible  steel  revolutionised  steel  produc- 
tion throughout  the  industry. 

Just  over  a  century  later  Henry  Besse- 
mer developed  a  converter  by  means  of 
which  a  multi-purpose  steel  could  be  pro- 
duced on  a  large  scale.  Names  such  as 
Brown,  Firth,  Vickers,  Hadfield,  etc, 
immediately  spring  to  mind  as  pioneers  in 
the  development  of  the  modern  steel 
industry  of  which  Sheffield  is  justly  proud. 
The  name  of  Harry  Brearley  is  perhaps 
not  so  well  known,  yet  his  discovery  of 
"stainless  steel"  early  this  century  com- 
pletely changed  the  appearance  of  cutlery 
sand  steel. 

Readers  must  by  now  be  thinking  that 
iSheffield  is  one  vast  steel  works.  This  is 
Inot  so,  although  of  course  the  industry 
has  its  place  in  the  city  and  without  it 
Sheffield  might  still  be  nothing  more  than 
:a  small  hamlet  by  the  River  Sheaf. 

Horace  Walpole,  when  passing  through 
the  town  in  the  18th  century  referred  to 
[Sheffield  as  "one  of  the  foulest  towns  in 
(England,  in  the  most  charming  situation". 
More  recently  it  has  been  described  as  "a 

The  Conference  motif 

The  committee  felt  that  the  design  of  the 
Conference  motif  should  break  away  from 
the  traditional  pestle  and  mortar-carboy 
theme  and  signify  pharmacy  today. 

A  capsule  motif  was  chosen  as  an 
example  of  a  modern  means  of  adminis- 
tering medicaments.  Enclosed  in  the  cap- 
sule is  a  knife  symbolising  the  cutlery 
industry  which,  at  the  end  of  the  18th 
century,  had  become  a  Sheffield  monopoly. 
Even  today,  despite  foreign  competition, 
the  words  "made  in  Sheffield"  are  still 
universally  regarded  as  being  synonymous 
with  quality  craftsmanship. 

Sherwood  green  was  chosen  as  the  Con- 
ference colour  because  Sheffield  belongs 
to  the  Sherwood  region  and  also  because 
Sheffield — despite  its  image  as  an  indus- 
trial smoky  city — is  truly  a  city  of  trees, 
parks,  gardens  and  clear  air. 


Ill 


Abbeydale  Industrial  Hamlet,  where  some  of  the  original  steel  manufacturing 
equipment  has  been  renovated  and  can  be  seen  in  use.  A  half  day  visit  is  planned 
during  the  Conference  week 

dirty  picture  in  a  golden  frame".  In  the 
past  two  decades  Smoke  Control  Orders 
have  changed  the  face  of  the  city  and 
Sheffield  can  now  boast  that  it  is  one  of 
the  cleanest  industrial  cities  in  Europe. 
Parks  and  gardens  are  a  prominent 
feature,  and  part  of  the  Peak  District 
National  Park  comes  within  the  city 
boundary. 

Before  1841  there  was  an  association  of 
Chemists  and  Druggists  who  met  regu- 
larly in  the  rapidly  growing  town.  Yet 
this  is  only  the  third  time  that  the  BP 
Conference  has  been  held  here.  The  last 
time  was  in  1904  and  because  of  its 
industries  it  was  avoided  until  now  as  a 
"mucky  place"  with  few  hotels. 

Since  local  government  reorganisation, 
Sheffield  has  a  population  of  some  570,000 
(living  in  an  area  of  over  140  square 
miles),  making  it  the  fifth  largest  city  in 


the  UK.  The  city  and  surrounding  areas 
provide  amenities  to  suit  every  taste.  The 
University,  which  received  its  Charter  in 
1905,  is  a  mixture  of  old  and  new  build- 
ings. Within  its  precincts  ideal  facilities 
are  available  for  our  Conference.  All  our 
venues  are  on  the  same  side  of  the  city  as 
the  University.  We  can  offer  real  hospi- 
tality. Municipal  and  academic  authorities 
are  giving  receptions ;  there  are  night 
clubs  and  the  now  famous  Crucible 
Theatre.  Accompanying  members  and 
delegates  with  time  to  spare  are  offered 
the  choice  of  many  excursions  from  fac- 
tories to  beauty  spots  in  Derbyshire. 

All  in  all,  Sheffield  has  much  to  offer — 
if  tha  dun't  believe  us,  cum  an'  see  fo' 
thi  sen. 

□  This  article  contains  extracts  from 
"The  Oldest  Sheffield  Plater"  (copyright 
John  and  Julia  Hatfield  1974). 
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Travelling  fellowship 
offer  from  Westons 

Westons  Chemists  (UK)  Ltd  are  financing 
a  travelling  fellowship  for  practising  retail 
pharmacists. 

The  fellowship,  worth  £750,  will  be 
used  for  travel  and  the  study  of  pharma- 
ceutical community  health  care  in  a 
country  other  than  the  UK.  Applicants, 
who  must  be  pharmacists  working  in 
general  practice,  must  submit:  Biographi- 
cal details ;  a  short  paper  indicating  the 
itinerary  proposed  with  some  estimation 
of  costing  and  dates;  a  second  submission 
giving  brief  details  of  the  nature  of  the 
study  proposed  and  the  methodology ; 
evidence  that  release  from  current  employ- 
ment will  be  available.  Closing  date  is 
June  18,  1977. 

The  panel  of  judges  will  be  appointed 
by  Westons  Chemists  (UK)  Ltd  in  liaison 
with  Bradford  University's  pharmacy  prac- 
tice research  unit  and  will  consist  of  one 
nominee  of  the  company,  together  with 
others  familiar  with  pharmacy  practice 
both  in  the  UK  and  overseas.  This  year's 
panel  is  Mr  B.  McElroy,  Weston's  man- 
aging director,  Mr  J.  C.  Bloomfield,  mem- 


ber of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's  Coun- 
cil, and  Dr  T.  G.  Booth,  pharmacy  prac- 
tice research  unit,  Postgraduate  School  of 
Studies  in  Pharmacy,  University  of  Brad- 
ford, Bradford  BD7  1DP,  West  Yorks. 
Applications  should  be  sent  as  soon  as 
possible  to  Dr  Booth. 

International  gathering 
in  Edinburgh 

Eleven  European  countries  were  represen- 
ted at  a  reception  given  at  the  Society's 
house,  Edinburgh,  on  May  10  when  Mr  J. 
Bannerman,  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's 
president,  welcomed  the  EEC  Subcommit- 
tee on  Pharmaceutical  Ouestions. 

The  chairman  and  president  of  the  sub- 
committee, Dr  T.  D.  Whittet,  was  among 
the  guests  as  well  as  members  from 
Austria,  Belgium,  Denmark,  France,  the 
Federal  Republic  of  Germany,  Ireland, 
Italy,  Luxembourg,  Holland  and  Switzer- 
land. The  guests  saw  the  traditional  phar- 
macy in  York  Place  and  some  of  the 
herbals  in  the  library.  Mr  C.  Keogh. 
assistant  principal,  Department  of  Health, 
Ireland,  thanked  the  Society  for  the 
hospitality  given  to  delegates. 
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Smith  &  Nephew's  profit 
rises  more  than  a  quarter 

Sales  by  Smith  &  Nephew  Associated 
Companies  Ltd  in  the  first  quarter  of  1977 
were  £40  3m,  an  increase  of  27  per  cent 
over  the  £31 -7m  achieved  in  the  corres- 
ponding period  of  1976.  The  pre-tax  profit 
was  up  25-8  per  cent  at  £3 -7m,  a  result  in 
line  with  the  directors'  forecast.  In  the 
UK  there  have  been  gains  by  the  medical 
and  textile  divisions  and  by  British  Tissues 
Ltd.  In  the  USA,  losses  on  cosmetics  were 
lower  than  a  year  ago. 

Federated  Chemical  profit 
up  more  than  2.7  times 

Group  turnover  of  Federated  Chemical 
Holdings  Ltd  in  1976  was  £45  8m,  and  the 
pre-tax  profit  £2  9m.  These  figures  include 
the  results  of  Tioxide  Group  Ltd,  which 
has  been  treated  as  an  associate  company 
from  January  1,  1976.  On  this  basis  the 
pre-tax  profit  for  1975  was  £l  lm  com- 
pared with  the  £501,000  previously  reported 
without  the  inclusion  of  Tioxide  Group. 

Boots  to  acquire  Rucker 
Pharmacal  of  Louisiana 

As  announced  briefly  in  C&D  last  week 
(pA72),  Boots  Co  Ltd  have  reached  agree- 
ment with  the  board  of  Rucker  Pharmacal 
Co  Inc,  of  Shreveport,  Louisiana,  to 
acquire  all  this  company's  outstanding 
stock.  The  purchase,  which  is  subject  to 
approval  by  Rucker's  stockholders, 
involves  some  $25m  in  total. 

Rucker  manufacture  and  market  pre- 
scription products,  mainly  in  the  southern 
states  of  the  USA.  In  the  year  to  June  30, 
1976,  net  sales  amounted  to  $8  3m 
($7 -06m  in  the  previous  year)  and  net 
earnings  were  $L52m  ($1  •  17m).  Boots 
state  that  their  objective  is  to  establish  a 
"corporate  presence"  in  North  America 
with  particular  reference  to  the  marketing 
of  pharmaceuticals. 

Polavision  instant  movies 

Polaroid  have  released  further  details  of 
ihe  Polavision  instant  movie  system 
demonstrated  for  the  first  time  at  the 
annual  meeting  in  Needham,  Massachu- 
setts (C&D,  April  30,  p616).  The  elements 
of  the  system  include  a  movie  camera,  a 
cassette  of  special  film  and  a  Polavision 
player  which  has  a  12in  screen. 

The  film  cassette,  which  is  self-contained 
and  measures  51  x  2|  x  lin,  drops  into 
the  camera  without  any  threading  or 
spooling  of  the  film.  The  zoom-lens 
camera  is  immediately  ready  to  take  pic- 
tures, either  outdoors  or  indoors  with  a 
small  attached  light.  The  film  lasts  about 
three  minutes,  and  the  exposed  cassette  is 


The  Polavision  instant  movie  system, 
unveiled  at  the  recent  Polaroid  annual 
meeting  in  Massachusetts 

transferred  to  the  player  for  development 
which  takes  about  90  seconds.  The 
cassettes  cannot  be  viewed  on  conven- 
tional projectors. 

The  film  cassettes  are  being  manufac- 
tured by  Polaroid  in  the  USA,  and  the 
camera  and  player  by  Eumig.  No  infor- 
mation is  yet  available  from  Polaroid 
about  either  price  or  marketing  plans,  but 
it  has  been  estimated  that  the  system  will 
cost  about  $500.  Limited  quantities  are 
expected  to  be  available  on  the  market  by 
the  end  of  the  year. 

Bayer's  first  quarter 
sales  'not  disappointing' 

Sales  during  the  first  quarter  of  1977  and 
the  following  weeks  were  "not  disappoint- 
ing", according  to  Professor  Dr  Herbert 
Gruenewald,  chairman  of  Bayer  AG, 
speaking  at  a  Press  conference  in  Lever- 
hausen.  The  first  quarter  sales  were  6  9 
per  cent  above  the  corresponding  period 
of  1976,  slightly  higher  than  anticipated. 
On  a  world-wide  basis,  sales  rose  by  13 
per  cent  to  DM5, 306m. 

MSD  film  wins  gold  award 

Merck  Sharp  &  Dohme  have  won  a  gold 
award  at  the  British  Sponsored  Film  Festi- 
val for  their  medical  film,  "Keep  taking  the 
tablets". 

The  16mm  colour  film  which  lasts  15 
minutes  highlights  the  need  for  further 
investigation  into  drug  defaulting  by 
general  practice  patients.  It  is  available 
for  free  loan  to  groups  of  pharmacists 
from  Mr  Len  Rogers,  Merck  Sharp  & 
Dohme  Ltd,  West  Hill,  Hoddesdon,  Herts. 

The  film  festival  is  organised  by  the 
British  Industrial  and  Scientific  Film 
Association.  The  MSD  film  was  produced 
by  Cygnet  Guild  Communications. 

Briefly 

Thomas  McMullan  &  Co  Ltd  (pharma- 
ceutical division)  have  moved  to  2  Prince 
Regent  Road,  Castlereagh,  Belfast  BT5 
6QX    (telephone    Belfast    52111,  telex 

747849). 

BP  Chemicals  Ltd  have  completed  at  a 
cost  of  about  £lm  a  new  plant  at  their 
Hull  factory  bringing  the  production 
capacity  for  ethyl  and  isopropyl  acetates 
up  to  44,000  tonnes  a  year  and  the  total 
esters  production  capacity  to  54,000  tonnes 
a  year.  These  materials  are  used,  inter 
alia,  in  pharmaceutical  manufacture. 
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Smith  and  Nephew  Ltd  have  moved  their 
northern  distribution  centre  to  a  new 
33,000  sq  ft  warehouse  on  the  Trans- 
Pennine  Trading  Estate,  Rochdale. 
R.  A.  Jones  Europak  Ltd  have  appointed 
Soitra  SpA,  Via  F.  Argelati,  20143  Milan, 
as  their  agent  in  Italy  for  the  non-food 
industries.  Soitra  specialise  in  pharmaceu- 
tical and  cosmetic  machinery. 
Lomgmuir  (London)  Ltd  have  moved  to 
62  Queen's  Road,  Reading,  Berks  RG1 
4BP  (telephone:  Reading  (0734)  594941) 
in  order  to  improve  their  distribution  ser- 
vices for  Parfums  Jean  Desprez. 
The  Richard  Ker  &  Son  partnership,  38 
George  Street,  Stranraer,  has  been  dis- 
solved by  the  retirement  of  Mr  James 
Agnew,  MPS,  one  of  the  partners.  The 
pharmacy  is  being  continued  by  Mr  Edward 
McWhir,  MPS,  under  the  original  name. 

Appointments 

Sweda  International:  Mr  Dennis  A. 
Bonnett  has  been  appointed  chief  executive 
and  managing  director  of  Litton  Business 
Systems  Ltd  with  responsibility  for  the 
general  management  of  the  Sweda  Inter- 
national organisation  in  the  UK  and  Eire. 

May  &  Baker  Ltd:  Following  the  retire- 
ment of  the  deputy  managing  director,  Mr 
W.  A.  Gardiner,  Mr  F.  G.  Paddle  is  now 
administrative  director  and  his  former 
appointment  as  general  manager  of  the 
fine  chemicals  and  plastics  division  is 
assumed  by  Mr  P.  M.  Penrice.  In  addition, 
Mr  L.  B.  Heath,  the  financial  controller, 
has  joined  the  board. 
Barclay  &  Sons  Ltd:  Mr  Paul  Fearon, 
MPS,  MBIM,  has  been  appointed  assistant 
managing  director  with  particular  respon- 
sibility for  the  wholesaling  division.  Mr 
Fearon,  who  is  based  at  Sheffield,  qualified 
from  Bradford  University,  and  after  a 
period  in  retail  and  then  with  Vestric  in 
Leeds  and  Middlesbrough,  joined  Barclays 
as  Leeds  branch  manager  in  1971.  He  has 
since  been  successively  north-west  regional 
controller,  western  divisional  director  and 
sales  and  distribution  director. 
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Mr  Paul  Fearon 
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EEC  promise 
of  help  for 
small  firms 


The  European  Communities  Commission 
will  pay  special  attention  to  small  and 
medium-sized  businesses  in  the  coming 
months. 

Presenting  the  sixth  report  on  competi- 
;tion  policy  recently,  Mr  Raymond  Vouel, 
Ithe  Commissioner  responsible,  said  it  was 
imore  vital  than  ever  to  operate  a  firm  and 
jconsistent  competition  policy  if  the  econo- 
jmic  and  social  difficulties  facing  the  Com- 
imunity  were  to  be  overcome.  There  was  a 
temptation  to  take  the  easy  way  out  and 
seek  to  solve  economic  problems  by 
national  protectionism  both  against  other 
Community  countries  and  against  the  rest 
of  the  world,  an  approach  which  could  be 
self-defeating. 

Small  and  medium-sized  firms  made  an 
important  contribution  to  stimulating  the 
economy  but  often  came  up  against 
obstacles  peculiar  to  their  size,  such  as 
shortage  of  credit  facilities  and  capital 
Iresources  making  it  difficult  for  them  to 
ladapt  to  technological  change.  The  report 
jsays  that  aid  to  small  firms  should  help 
ithem  stimulate  competition,  rather  than 


provide  them  with  artificial  protection. 
State  aid  could  cover :  Loans  at  preferen- 
tial rates  providing  credits  for  investment ; 
the  setting  up  of  specialised  public- 
authority  sponsored  agencies  to  provide 
risk  capital  in  the  form  of  temporary 
share-holding ;  grants  for  research  and 
development  or  the  establishment  of  tech- 
nology centres  (to  which  firms  would  con- 
tribute financially)  to  undertake  research 
in  certain  common  fields ;  technical  assist- 
ance with  both  commercial  and  manage- 
ment policies. 

European  Patent  Office 
to  open  next  year? 

The  report  of  the  Comptroller-General  of 
Patents,  Designs  and  Trade  Marks  for 
1976,  issued  last  week,  states  that  the 
trend  of  activity  under  the  Patents  Act 
1949  has  been  downwards  since  1969, 
particularly  in  1974  and  1975.  In  1976, 
however,  there  were  some  signs  of  this 
decline  being  halted.  Compared  with  1975, 

I,  161  more  applications  were  filed  (up  2  2 
per  cent)  and  746  fewer  complete  specifi- 
cations (down  1  8  per  cent).  The  number 
of  patents  sealed  rose  by  7  per  cent. 

Of  the  39,797  complete  specifications 
accepted.  1,093  were  for  medicines  and 
surgical  products  (872  in  1975),  and  3,236 
were  for  organic  chemistry,  the  largest 
category  (3,260).  A  total  of  8,855  complete 
specifications  accepted  were  from  the  UK, 

I I ,  204  from  the  USA  and  6,462  from  West 
Germany,  these  three  countries  con- 
tributing the  largest  numbers. 


The  year  was  fairly  quiet  in  respect  of 
major  new  departures.  Among  thera- 
peutically active  compounds,  interest  has 
been  maintained  in  anti-microbial  cepha- 
losporins and  vasodilatory  prostaglandins. 
One  rapidly  developing  area  of  interest  is 
in  protein  chemistry  and  concerns  the 
technique  of  immobilising  enzymes  on 
insoluble  carriers,  generally  polymers,  for 
use  in  immunology,  diagnostic  medicines 
and  carbohydrate  chemistry. 

During  1976,  preparations  were  com- 
pleted for  the  introduction  of  patents 
legislation  constituting  the  most  radical 
change  in  the  British  patent  system  since 
the  first  Patent  Act  in  1852.  The  legis- 
lation is  intended  to  modernise  the 
domestic  patent  system  and  to  pave  the 
way  for  UK  ratification  of  recent  EEC 
legislation  on  patents. 

A  Patents  Bill  giving  effect  to  the  pro- 
posed changes,  introduced  in  the  House  of 
Lords  in  December,  has  enabled  the  UK  to 
ratify  the  European  Patent  Convention  in 
time  to  become  a  founder  member  of  the 
European  Patent  Organisation  and  should 
permit  the  new  domestic  code  of  law  and 
procedure  to  operate  from  early  1978. 

Staff  of  the  UK  Patent  Office  and  other 
Government  departments  have  played  a 
full  part  in  activities  concerned  with  the 
opening  of  the  European  Patent  Office, 
and  it  is  likely  that  all  the  necessary  work 
will  be  completed  by  spring  1977,  and 
that  the  European  Patent  Office  in  Munich 
will  start  to  receive  applications  in  the 
spring  of  1978.  {Patents,  Designs  and  Trade 
Marks  1976,  House  of  Commons  Paper 
318,  HMSO,  £100.) 


Some  people 

still  think 
flying  insects 


area 
nuisance ... 

. . .  not  to  mention  dirty 
and  unhygienic! 

But  with  the  new  improved  Honeypot  flycatcher 
you  needn't  worry  about  flies  or  any  other 
flying  insect,  ever  again— because  there 
won't  be  any!  Honeypots  deal  with  them  a 
with  deadly  efficiency. 

Healthwise  the  Honeypot's  unique  design 
provides  protection  for  furniture,  clothes,  etc. 
and  they  are  perfect  around  food 
as  no  aerosols  or  vaporising 
blocks  are  needed. 

If  unavailable  at  your 
wholesalers  contact 
BEE  PLY  LTD.,  Beraoss  House) 
Rose  Lane,  Liverpool  L18  8DH 
Tel:  051  -  724  2261  (10  lines) 
or  telex  627777. 
Export  quotations  direct  from  the 
sole  concessionaires  and 
registered  holders  of  Honeypot— 
BEE  PLY  LTD. 

A  member  of  the  Ross  group  of  Companies. 


J.  Col  I  is  Browne's  - 
the  name  known  for 
over  120  years. 

In  28ml  &  100ml  sizes 
-from  your  wholesaler. 
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Market 
News 

A  sulphonamide  doubles 

London,  May  18:  The  price  of  phthalyl- 
sulphathiazole  doubled  during  the  week 
from  £1.60  per  kg  in  50-kg  lots  to  £3.56. 
Succinylsulphathiazole  rose  from  £4.87 
per  kg  to  £5.32. 

Price  increases  in  crude  drugs  were 
largely  a  result  of  new  crops  being 
offered — cherry  bark  and  lemon  peel 
being  notable  examples.  Ipecacuanha 
continues  to  be  in  short  supply,  as  the 
new  crop  is  not  due  until  August,  and  the 
spot  price  increased  by  £1  a  kg.  Benzoin 
was  up  by  £1  a  cwt  as  a  result  of  the 
"almonds"  shortage  in  Singapore. 


Pharmaceutical  chemicals 

Ammonium  chloride:  Pure  in  50-kg  lots  £0.2344 
kg  for  powder. 

Cinchocaine:  Base  (5-kg  lots)  73.18  kg;  hydro- 
chloride £69.89. 

Clioquinol:  USP  XVII  500-kg  lots  £12.37  kg. 
Homatropine:    Hydrobromide    £90.20   kg;  methyl- 
bromide  £102 — both  in  \  kg  lots. 
Hyoscyamine:  Sulphate,  100-g  lots  £160.60  kg. 
Phenylephrine    hydrochloride:    From    £80.00  kg 
according  to  quantity. 

Phthalylsulphathiazole:  50-kg   lots  £3.56  kg. 
Physostigmine:   Salicylate   £1.00   per  g;  sulphate 
£1.28  100-kg  lots. 

Pilocarpine:  Hydrochloride  £257  per  kg;  nitrate 
£253. 

Succinylsulphathiazole:  50-kg  lots  £5.32  kg. 
Sulphaquinoxine:  BVetC  in  50-kg  drums  £8.05  kg; 
sodium  salt  £9.10. 

Sulphamethizole:  £8.26  kg  in  1 ,000-kg  lots. 


Crude  drugs 

Aloes:  Cape  £1.45  kg  spot;  £1.42,  cif.  Curacao 
no  spot;  shipment  £2.00  nominal;  cif. 
Balsams:  (kg)  Canada:  £11.20  spot;  £10.90,  cif 
for  shipment.  Copaiba:  BPC  £1.95  on  the  spot; 
£1.85,  cif.  Peru:  £6.25  spot;  £6.15,  cif.  Tolu: 
£4.00  spot. 

Benzoin:  £94.00-£95.00  cwt  spot;  £94.00,  cif. 
Cascara:   £1,000   metric   ton   spot  nominal;  new 
crop  £950,  cif. 

Cherry  bark:  Soot  £740  metric  ton;  £700,  cif. 
Gentian:  Root  £1.32  kg  spot;  £1.29,  cif. 
Hydrastis:  (kg)  £9.35  spot;  £9.20,  cif. 
Ipecacuanha:  (kg)  Costa  Rica  £6.00  spot  nominal. 
Lemon  peel:  Unextracted  £1,220  metric  ton  spot; 
shipment  £1,170,  cif. 

Liquorice  root:  Chinese  £400  metric  ton,  cif. 
Russian  £350  spot;  £340,  cif.  Block  juice  £1.60  per 
kg  spot;  £1 .50,  cif. 

Menthol:     (kg)    Brazilian    £10.00    spot    and  cif. 
Chinese  from  £10.60  in  bond;  £10.55,  cif. 
Witchhazel  leaves:  Spot  £2.25  kg;  £1.95,  cif. 


Essential  oils 

Citronella:    Ceylon    £1.30    kg    spot;    £1.37,  cif. 

Chinese  £2.40  spot;  £2.45,  cif. 

Clove:  Madagascar  leaf,  £2.70  kg  spot;  £2.70,  cif. 

English  distilled  bud  not  offering. 

Eucalyptus:  Chinese  £2.22  kg  spot;  £2.20,  cif. 

Lemongrass:  Cochin  £4.80  kg  spot;  £4.40,  cif. 

Lime:  West  Indian  £10.50  kg  spot. 

Origanum:  Spanish  £14.50  kg  spot  for  70%. 

Orange:  Florida  £0.95  kg;  West  Indian  £1.00. 

Palmarosa:  No  spot  or  cif  offers. 

Patchouli:  £11.40  kg  spot;  £11.00,  cif. 

Pennyroyal:  No  offers. 

Pepper:  English-distilled  ex-black  £145  kg. 
Peppermint:    (kg)   Arvensis — Brazilian   £6.35  spot 
and  cif.  Chinese  £6.15  spot;  £6.20,  cif.  Piperata, 
American  Far-West  not  offering. 
Petitgrain:  Spot  and  shipment  £5.45  kg,  cif. 
Sandalwood:  Mysore  £105  kg;  East  Indian  £95.00 
kg  spot — both  nominal. 

Spearmint:  (kg)  American  Far  West  not  offering. 
Chinese  spot  £12.50  kg;  shipment  £12.75,  cif. 


The  prices  given  are  those  obtained  by  importers 
or  manufacturers  for  bulk  quantities  and  do  not 
include  value  added  tax.  They  represent  the  last 
quoted  or  accepted  prices  as  we  go  to  press. 


Recording  costs  cut 

A  new  data  entry  terminal  for  computer 
stock  ordering  systems  that  is  claimed  to 
be  virtually  half  the  price  of  previously- 
available  models,  has  been  announced  by 
MSI  Data  International,  Data  House,  St 
Ives  Road,  Maidenhead,  Berks. 

The  terminal,  the  MSI/ 77  incorporates 
the  latest  solid  state  micro  computer  tech- 
nology and  comes  in  two  modes — the 
4,000  character  version  (using  acoustic 
telephone  transmission)  selling  at  £600-700 
and  8,000  character  model  (with  modern 
interface)  selling  for  £750-850.  The  77  is 
expected  to  be  suitable  for  use  by  volun- 


Westminster  report 

Concession  on  VAT 

The  Government  proposal  that  the 
threshold  for  compulsory  registration  for 
VAT  should  be  raised  from  £5,000  to 
£7,500  (C&D  last  week,  p673)  has  been 
approved  by  the  Commons  during  the 
committee  stage  of  the  Finance  Bill.  An 
attempt  by  the  Conservatives  to  have  the 
level  raised  to  £10,000  was  unsuccessful. 

The  new  rate  will  come  into  effect  on 
October  1.  It  is  expected  that  the  loss  of 
Government  revenue  will  be  between  £5m 
and  £10m.  About  50,000  traders,  mostly 
self-employed,  will  be  eligible  to  apply 
for  deregistration  if  they  wish. 
□  A  Conservative  amendment  to  the 
Finance  Bill  reducing  the  tax  liability  for 
people  using  company  cars  for  private 
motoring  was  defeated  by  the  Govern- 
ment in  the  Commons. 

Appliance  supply  delay 

Mr  Alfred  Morris,  Minister  of  State,  said 
this  week  he  was  anxious  to  eliminate  any 
delays  that  could  possibly  be  avoided  in 
the  supply  of  surgical  appliances. 
Although  the  record  of  appliance  contrac- 
tors was  a  good  one,  the  Department  of 
Health  was  writing  to  health  authorities 


tary  buying  groups  with  the  terminal  ren- 
ted to  the  retailer  for  about  £450  per 
week,  based  on  50  outlets  (chemist  whole- 
salers are  said  to  be  showing  an  interest). 

Product  codes  and  quantities  to  be 
ordered  are  entered  via  the  terminals  onto 
a  portable  cassette  recorder  and  the  order 
is  then  transmitted  via  a  telephone  hand- 
set to  the  group's  computer  system.  The 
stock  can  be  picked  at  the  warehouse  and 
delivered  the  following  day.  The  speed  of 
the  system  is  said  to  allow  stock  levels, 
out-of-stocks,  reordering  time  and  re- 
stocking time  all  to  be  reduced.  The  sys- 
tem is  said  to  have  been  proved  in  the 
UK  in  Safeway,  Machineries  and  United 
Builders  Merchants  amongst  others.  Larger 
versions  (suitable  for  larger  stores)  have 
been  in  use  in  the  USA  for  some  time. 


Coming  events 

Wednesday,  May  25 

West  Metropolitan  Branch,  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  Great  Western  Royal  Hotel,  Paddington 
Station,  London  W2,  at  7.15  pm.  Joint  meeting 
with  NPA,  annual  meeting  and  Dr  M.  Earles,  Mr 
D.  C.  Harrod  and  Mr  L  G.  Matthews  on 
"Pharmacy  antiques". 

Thursday,  May  26 

South  West  Metropolitan  Branch,  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  Chelsea  Physic  Garden  excursion.  By 
advance  application  only  to  Mr  P.  J.  Rogers, 
674  4977  (evenings)  when  further  details  will  be 
given. 

Friday,  May  27 

Croydon  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 

Greyhound  Hotel,  Park  Lane,  Croydon,  at  8  pm. 
Dr  P.  Crome  on  "The  work  of  Guy's  Hospital 
poison  unit". 

Saturday,  May  28 

Harrow  and  Hillingdon  Branch,  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  Grand  Union  Canal  boat  trip  (£2.50),  at 
8  pm.  Applications  to  Mr  M.  Garner-Patel ,  60 
Kingsfield  Avenue,  Harrow. 


and  suppliers  asking  them  to  do  all  they 
could  to  promote  prompt  delivery.  "We 
are  also  asking  them  to  arrange  systematic 
processing  of  orders  by  hospitals,  where 
this  is  not  already  being  done,  and  calling 
for  reports  to  my  Department  where  local 
progress  chasing  is  not  successful,"  he 
added.  These  arrangements  would  be 
monitored  as  part  of  a  programme  of 
visits  to  hospitals  and  contractors  by 
Departmental  staff. 

Patents  Bill  amendments 

The  Patents  Bill  was  read  a  third  time  in 
the  House  of  Lords  this  week.  Two  amend- 
ments were  carried :  To  broaden  the  scope 
of  the  Bill  to  cover  patents  granted  up  to 
14  years  ago  instead  of  the  proposed  11 
years  ago,  and  to  delete  the  provision  that 
patents  after  16  years  be  treated  as  en- 
dorsed under  section  35  of  the  1949  Act 
(Licences  of  right).  The  Bill  now  transfers 
to  the  House  of  Commons. 

□  A  suggestion  of  the  EEC  Health  Com- 
missioner on  harmonisation  of  immunisa- 
tion programmes,  and  compensation 
schemes  for  damaging  side-effects  from 
immunisation  undertaken  within  the  health 
services  of  EEC  member  states,  is  being 
considered  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
Social  Services. 
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INTEI2H.AN  SYSTEM  SC 
shopf  ittino,/  pT- ^1 
lo 

excite... 


full  service  covering  every  aspect,  for  details... 
OUMEY  BROTHERS  Ltd.  jado house .northbridge  rd 

®  (044S71  B417— S 


NEWBALL  &  MASON  LTD. 

Established  in  1850 

SPICES  AND  CULINARY  HERBS  IN  EVERY  VARIETY 
FLAVOURING  ESSENCES  AND  FOOD  COLOURS 

The  Famous 

EXTRACT  OF  HERBS.  LEMONINE.  GINGER. 
SARSAPARILLA.  DANDELION  &  BURDOCK 

For  Herb  Beers 

Attractively  packed  with  pharmacy  in  mind,  and  also 
available  in  bulk 

Detailed  price  list  and  bonus  terms  from 
Dormston  Trading  Estate,  Burton  Road,  Dudley, 
West  Midlands.  DY1  2BR.    Tel.  No.  Sedgley  2537 


BEAUVAIS  PERFUME  ESSENCE 

Established  1939 

Over  30  of  the  highest  quality  essences  including 
exclusive  original  compounds,  true  to  flower  fragrances 
and  the  popular  sultry  scents  of  Musk,  Ambergris  and 
Patchouli.  From  1oz  supplied. 

ORALGER 

■  pellets  §  MOUTH  ULCERS  ■ 

Please  fill  in  your  name  and  address  and  post  to:  BEAUVAIS, 
14  High  Park  Road,  Richmond,  Surrey 

Name   

RETAIL   PRICE  35p.  TRADE   PRICE  £2.60   per  dozen 
[   Available  from  your  local  wholesaler  and  from  Veatrle  Ltd. 

Address   

isements 


Post  to  Classified  Advertisements,  Chemist  &  Drug- 
gist, 25  New  Street  Square,  London  EC4A  3JA. 

Telephone  01-353  3212. 


Display/Semi  Display  £5.00  per  single  column 
centimetre,  min  25mm.  Column  width  42mm. 

Whole  page  £350  (254mm  x  178mm) . 

Half  Page  £200  (125mm  x  178mm). 

Quarter  Page  £110  (125mm  x  86mm). 

Lineage  £1.00  per  line,  minimum  5  lines  @  £5.00. 


Agents 


HADENSA 


Top  Class  Agent  required  to  undertake  the 
promotion  and  distribution  of  our  internation- 
ally-known Anti-Haemorrhoidal  products. 
These  products  are  registered  with  the  UK 
Health  Authority  and  are  well  known  in 
Europe. 

They  are  sold  in  100  Countries  throughout 
the  World. 


Apply  to: 

HADENSA    (IRELAND)  LTD 

INDUSTRIAL  ESTATE, 
WATERFORD, 
IRELAND 


Shopf  itting 


CHROMIUM,  CRYSTAL  DISPLAY 
COUNTERS,  ISLAND  DISPLAY  UNITS, 
SHOWCASES,  WINDOW  FITTINGS, 
COMPLETE     SHELVING  SYSTEMS 

with  or  without  canopy  lighting. 
Prompt  delivery  direct  from  the 
makers.  See  our  showroom  or  Invite 
us  to  call  without  obligation  for  In- 
stant quote.  THIRSK  SHOPFITTINQS. 
741-743  Garratt  Lane.  London  SW17 
ODP.  Tel:  01-S46  2291  (4  lines). 


IDEAL  DISPLAY  SYSTEMS  LTD., 

can  offer  for  immediate  delivery 
Oscar  shelving  including  wall 
units,  gondolas  and  mobile  min- 
dow  units  at  DIY  prices.  Free 
planning  and  and  advisory  ser- 
vice available  nationwide.  If  you 
need  shelving  at  realistic  prices, 
write  or  phone  to:  Ideal  Display 
Systems  Ltd.,  2a  Purdeys  Way, 
Rochford,  Essex.  Tel:  Southend- 
on-Sea  548989. 


Miscellaneous 


FASHION  JEWELLERY 
Jodez  (Manchester)  Ltd 

34  Shudehlll,  Manchester  M4  1EY 

Tel:  061-832  6864 

Largest  and  most  exclusive 
range  of  direct  and  Imported 
Continental  Jewellery,  Necklets, 
Pendants,  Dress  Rings,  Ear 
rings,  Brooches,  Bracelets,  Hair 
Ornaments. 

Suppliers  to  Chemists  over  20 
years. 

Sample  parcels  available. 


LIMITED  OFFER.  Replacement  Alu- 
minium Shopfronts  of  average  size, 
complete  for  £850.  Rayman  Enter- 
prises, Higher  Claw,  Pennymoor, 
Tiverton,  Devon.  Tel.  Cheriton  Fitz- 
paine  (03636)  317. 

Full  shopfitting  service  by  the  experts 
— E  Plan  Ltd.,  N.P.A.  recommended. 
E  Plan  Ltd.,  E  Plan  Estate,  New- 
haven,  BN9  0HE,  Sussex.  Tele: 
3233/6.  Telex:  87208. 


SHOP  INTERIOR  FITTINGS  and 
SHOP  FRONTS  for  CHEMISTS 

Wide  choice  of  modern  equipment 

at  attractive  prices 
Free  advisory  and  planning  service 
Phone  without  otligation 
061-445  3506,  H.  A.  Peyser 
20  Fairfax  Avenue,  Didsbury 
Manchester  M20  0AJ 


Tolley's 

Tax  Tables  1976/77 

Published  within  days  of  the 
chancellor's  budget  speech, 
these  detailed  tables  cover 
all  main  rates  of  income 
tax,  corporation  tax  and 
V.A.T.  and  include  a  sum- 
mary of  the  budget  pro- 
posals. 

Price  90p. 
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Appointments 


A  CHIEF  BUYER 

required  by  a  Wholesale  Chemist  at  its  Wembley  Branch. 

Experience  in  stock  control  of  Ethical  Pharmaceuticals  is 
essential  for  this  position.  The  successful  applicant  will 
also  take  responsibility  for  the  control  of  staff  and  adminis- 
tration in  a  busy  office. 

Attractive  salary  plus  annual  bonus,  excellent  pension 
scheme. 

Applications  in  writing  with  details  of  age  and  previous 
experience  to: 

D.  J.  Crane,  MPS,  Branch  Manager, 
MACARTHYS  LIMITED, 
Sunleigh  Road,  Alperton. 


EXPORT  MANAGER 


required  by  small  Pharmaceutical  Co.  in  N.W. 
London  (due  to  retirement).  Must  be  conversant 
with  all  aspects  of  the  trade  including  bank 
documentation. 

Preferred  age:  40  or  over. 

Good  salary  and  commission. 

Write  in  full  confidence  giving  complete  details 
of  career  to  Box  No:  2469. 


FIELD  SALES 
MANAGER/ESS 


MIDLAND  & 
EASTERN  COUNTIES 


Experience  in  selling  to  Chemist  and 
Toiletry  trade  essential,  preferably  with 
management  training.  Successful  appli- 
cant will  control  a  team  of  five  persons 
selling  Haircare  products  to  the  Chemist 
and  Toiletries  retail  trade. 

An  attractive  salary,  company  car,  and 
normal  out-of-pocket  expenses  will  be 
paid. 

Apply  Box  No.  2473. 


Due  to  territory  reorganisation  Ernest  Jackson  &  Co.  Ltd., 
require  two  additional 

REPRESENTATIVES 

for  the  following  areas.  1.  East  Anglia.  based  preferably  in  Colchester 
area,  and  2.  Northern  part  of  Scotland,  based  preferably  in  the 
Aberdeen  area. 

The  above  vacancies  offer  an  excellent  opportunity  to  join  a  long 
established  private  company  and  to  sell  their  range  of  pharmaceutical 
pastilles  and  lozenges  to  the  retail  and  wholesale  chemist  trade. 

Remuneration  by  salary  and  commission;  new  company  car,  expenses, 
pension,  etc. 

Apply  in  first  instance  to: 
Sales  Director, 
ERNEST  JACKSON  &  CO.  LTD., 
Crediton,  Devon. 


SEX  DISCRIMINATION  ACT 

No  job  advertisement  which  indicates  or  can  reasonably 
be  Understood  as  indicating  an  intention  to  discriminate 
on  grounds  of  sex  (e.g.  by  inviting  applications  only 
from  males  or  only  from  females)  may  be  accepted 
unless: 

1.  the  job  is  for  the  purpose  of  a  private  household,  or 

2.  It  is  in  a  business  employing  fewer  than  six  persons,  or 

3.  It  is  otherwise  excepted  from  the  requirements  of  the 
Sex  Discrimination  Act. 

A  statement  must  be  made  at  the  time  the  advertisement  is  placed 
saying  which  of  the  exceptions  in  the  Act  is  considered  to  apply. 


Wanted 


Pharmaceutical  Antlquat,  urgently  re- 
quired all  Items  connected  with  old- 
fashioned  Pharmacies  —  runs  of 
drawers,  shop  fittings,  bottles,  Jars, 
pill  machines  etc.  Telephone  Aihtead 
(Surrey  72319/76626,  24  houi  answer- 
ing service,  Robin  Wheeler  Antiques 
"Parklands".  Park  Road,  Ashtead, 
Surrey. 


WANTED 

"Estee  Lauder",  "Charlie" 
and  "Brut" 

Willing  to  pay  10%  over  list. 
Will  collect  and  pay  cash. 

Apply  Box  No.  2471 


For  Sale 


ONE-SIZE  TIGHTS  from  £1.70  doz. 
plus  VAT.  Mln.  order  6  doz.  overall. 
CWO.  Carriage  free.  Full  range  Price 
List.  Edward  Kaye  Ltd..  3  South 
Place.  London  EC2 


Please  mention  C  &  D 
when  replying  to 
advertisements 


A.&H.  OTTER  LTD. 

(established  1920) 

Largest  cash  stock  buyers  In  the 
trade  for  manufacturers'  clearing 
lines,  and  retailers'  stocks. 

8  Northburgh  Street,  London 
EC1V  OBA.  Tel:  01-253  1184/5. 
Telegrams:  "SalvaN",  London, 
E.C.1. 


WANTED  URGENTLY.  Old  Mahogany 
chemist  shop  fittings.  We  remove 
and  pay  cash.  John  Derham  Ltd., 
Earsham  Hall.  Earsham,  Bungay, 
Suffolk  NR35  2AN.  Tel  Bungay  3423. 


Please  address  Box  No. 
replies  to  :  Box  No.  ... 

Chemist  &  Druggist 
25  New  Street  Square 
London  EC4A  3JA 
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Big  value  for  your  I 

customers. 
Big  sales  for  you. 


I 

■  SUPBH 


V 


Super  8  cinef  ilm 

comes  in  four  film 
Valupaks,  so  you 
can  sell  more  film, 
more  easily,  at 
your  own  prices. 
And  there's  a  great 
promotion  to 
attract  your  cust- 
omers-FREE 
copy  of  Movie 
Maker  (worth 
40p)  together  with 
unique  film 
making  tips  from 
the  editor,  Tony 
Rose.  There  is 
also  a  new  Agfa- 
chrome  Super  8 
sound  film. 


New  CNS2  is  sure  to  be  a 
best-seller,  with  improved 
resolution  giving  sharper 
prints  and  finer  colour 
qualities. 


Big  value  CT18.CT21  and 

CT126intwofilmValu- 

paks.aj  your  own  ^  ,  ™^ZZ«Z£S^ 
special  price.  Your     gsnu&SSBSBBSS*''  'H^*"**"' 

customers  get  the 
well-known  benefits 
of  natural  colour  and 
rapid  processing, 
together  with  FREE 
slide  viewers,  plastic 
frames  and  attractive 
storage  box. 


The  popular  Agfamatic 
2000  and  our  latest  baby,  the 
Autostar  Pocket  The  Agfamatic  2000 
is  the  most  popular  camera  in  our  range.  And  now 
there's  the  Autostar  pocket,  our  latest  and  least  expensive. 
And  of  course  there's  the  new  Agfamatic  2008  Tele,  with 
Philips  Top  Flash.  Other  Agfamatics  are  the  1000S,  the 
'  3000, 4000  and  the  Optima  5000  and  6000  top  of  the  range 
;  Models.  And  of  course  there's  the  ever  popular  Autostar 
X 126  camera. 


For  basic  trade  prices 
I  contact  your  local  Vesiric  branch. 


Vestric 


ree  ways 

SHOPFITTING  SERVICE  ' 


LOCK  ON  Introduced  only  a  few 
CVCTCftfl    years  ago  by  "Interior 
oYoltlVl    Systems",  this  flexible 
modular  system  was  an  immediate 
success.  It's  been  used  in  U.K.  and 
abroad  by  some  really  big  names- 
leading  companies  in  the  field  of 
Store  Management  .  ,  .  and  by  a 
host  of  smaller  retailers.  They  all 
discovered  that  it  could  provide  a 
functional  and  attractive  environment 
with  individual  features! 

HOOK-ON  This  development  from 
QVQTEM     "Interior  Systems"  was 
OYolfcm    designed  with  slotted 
adjustments  for  rapid  display  change 
and  additional  strength  needed  for' 
free-standing  display  units  such  as 
heavy  foods,  radio,  television  sets,  etc. 
Of  course,  it's  completely  compatible 
with  "Lock-on",  and  designed  for 
complete  harmony  of  appearance. 
In  fact,  the  correct  solution  for 
tomorrow's  displays  today! 

DISPLAY  POLE 

CVCTEKJI  "Look  3"  is  the  name 
OYo  I  fclVI  of  this  new  facility, 
and  it's  a  natural  follow-up  to 
"Lock-on"  and  "Hook-on".  Simple 
but  ingenious,  just  five  standard 
profiles  of  bracket  fixing  marry  up 
with  five  profiles  of  panel  fixing  to 
i  provide  many  combinations  of  display, 
1  shelving,  garment  rails,  partitioning, 
panels,  fitting  rooms,  pelmets,  mirror 
walling,  etc.  The  possibilities  are 
endless,  the  finish  is  in  chromium  plate! 

These  three  systems  will  create  the  effect  you  want  in  double 
quick  time  and  at  minimum  cost. 

What's  more,  nearly  all  items  are  a/ways  in  stock,  so  you  can 
usually  come  along  to  our  West  London  showrooms/warehouse 
to  collect  everything  within  five  days  of  ordering. 

Alternatively,  we  can  deliver  to  any  part  of  U.K.  within  14  days  — 
how's  that  for  service! 

One  of  our  technical  representatives  will  be  pleased  to  call  on 

you  and  discuss  your  particular  needs.  He'll  work  out  a  free  estimate 

on  the  spot,  tailoring  the  cost  to  your  budget  requirements. 


MERCHANDISING 
EQUIPMENT 


Interior  Systems  (U.K.)  Limited 

Telephones:  01-993  1026,  01-993  1403  &  01-993  1408 

^EaB  ACTION  NOW!  Use  this  coupon  and  post  to: 

Interior  Systems  (U.K.)  Ltd.,  22/34  Horn  Lane, 
London.  W36NP. 

Please  send  me  literature  on  your  "Look"  Systems 
NAME   


POSITION  _ 
COMPANY 
ADDRESS . 


POST  CODE 
'PHONE  


C&D/5/77 


740    Chemist  &  Druggist 


21  May  1977 


0*^    These  Verbaitia  photochrome 

sunglasses  -  they  are  so 


Get  ready  for  the  summer  of  the 
Sunsitive  lens  -  the  photochrom 
lens  that  gets  darker  as  the 
sun  gets  brighter! 

National  press  and  T.V. 
advertising  means  sunseekers 
everywhere  will  be  asking  for 
Sunsitive  Photochromic 
lenses.  Stock  the  Verbania 
high-fashion  range,  and  let 
the  Sunsitive  lens  label  do 
the  rest. 


ic 


Verbania 

SUNGLASSES  WITH 


PHOTOCHROMIC  LENSES 

Sensitive  lo  sunlight  because  your  eyes  are. 


Vestric 

SOLE  U.K. DISTRIBUTORS 


Ask  at  your  local  branch  for  package 
deals  and  discount  details  of  the 
Verbania  range  of  sunglasses  with' 
polarised  and  with  Sunsitive 
photochromic  lenses. 


m 
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Pseudoephedrine  Hydrochloride 
Pseudoephedrine  Sulphate 
Pseudoephedrine  Alkaloid 

ALSO 
AVAILABLE 

Quinine  Alkaloid  and  Salts 
Quinidine  Alkaloid  and  Salts 
Ephedrine  Alkaloid  and  Salts 

For  samples  and  additional  Information,  contact: 

LAKE  &  CRUICKSHANK  LTD 

North  Bridge  Road,  Berkhamsted,  Herts,  HP4  IEP 
Phone:  Berkhamsted  (04427)  522 1    Telex:  82257 


NEW 


Products  from 
LAKE  &  CRUICKSHANK  LTD 


